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The Spirit of Arbitration 


A SIDELIGHT on the London bus dispute 
was evoked from the Minister of 
Labour when replying to a question in 

the House of Commons last week. He said 

that voluntary arbitration by the Industrial 

Court (whose recent award the busmen 

rejected) had always rightly been regarded 

as the final stage in the settlement of a dispute, 
and he regretted that the award had not been 
so regarded in this case by one of the parties. 

“I cannot take any action which would have 

as its object a variation of the Industrial Court 

Award. To do so would be, in effect, to 

question the award of the Industrial Court, 

and this I am not prepared to do. I hope, 
however, that even at this stage the award will 
be accepted.’’ Mr. A. J. Espley, nominee of 
the employers on the Railway Staff National 

Tribunal, in a letter to The Times, refers to a 

statement made during its proceedings that in 

the trade union movement there had been 
much heart-searching on the subject of 

arbitration. He points out that during the 15 

years it had been his privilege to serve on all 

sorts of arbitration bodies “at no time or in 
any circumstances have I ever received, or 
known any of my colleagues to have received, 
any pointer as to the bias or trend which our 
deliberation or award should take.’’ Any 
criticism levelled at the impartiality of the 
present procedure, he says, is manifestly made 
in ignorance and could result in a most 
damaging situation, where nihilistic power 
could replace voluntary settlement by nego- 
tiated arbitration. These views underline 
those of Sir Godfrey Ince, former Permanent 

Secretary to the Ministry of Labour and 

National Service, to which we referred in our 

April 5 issue. Questioning of awards because 

they were not entirely satisfactory to one of 

the parties, he said, would mean an end of 
arbitration as a means of preventing industrial 
strife. Those concerned with industrial nego- 

tiations should pause before inflicting such a 

damaging blow upon a system which has 

brought such benefits to the country. 





Pricing Itself Out 
ie his statement which accompanied the 
report and accounts of Lancashire United 
Transport, Limited, the chairman, Sir 
Joseph Nall, expresses the view that public 
passenger transport is in danger of pricing 
itself off the roads in some districts. The main 
result of the increase in fares on August I1, 
1957, was a further decrease in the number 
of passengers carried, whereupon some 
pruning of services became necessary. On 
the whole year there was a decrease of 
8,228,500 in passengers carried and a reduc- 
tion of 1,300,000 miles operated, but traffic 
receipts increased by £51,000. This kind of 
trend must be regarded with misgivings for 
the future prospects of public transport and 
it is reflected in the figures of the average fare 
collected for each passenger carried. Last 
December this was approximately 3}d. on 
the services of the South Lancashire Trans- 
port Company, which caters almost entirely 
for short-journey passengers, and 54d. on the 
services of Lancashire United Transport, 
which runs much longer distances with fare 
scales up to 2s. or more. Sir Joseph points 
out that both these average figures are 
roughly only $d. more than the corresponding 
figures for December, 1956, and give some 
indication of the way in which public travel 
is discouraged by high fares due to high 
costs. The companies employ 1,710, which is 
fewer than the required establishment: This 
compares with 1,785 people employed a year 
earlier, which was also below requirements 
at that time. If costs are further increased, 
a reduction in potential employment in public 
transport is, obviously looming ahead. 





Growing Importance of Electronics 
REFLECTING the growing importance in 
the national economy of the electronics 
industry, whose five-fold increase over 
recent years was a subject for comment in the 
recent Treasury bulletin for industry, the 1958 
Instrument, . Electronics and Automation 
Exhibition, now in its closing stages at 
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Olympia, has a 25 per cent increase in the 
number of exhibitors over the initial show last 
year and provides examples of improved 
efficiency and productivity brought about by 
the use of electronics in practically every other 
branch of industry. The exhibition is inter- 
national in scope this year, with 10 different 
countries represented, and its value to the 
seeker after information on the benefits 
attainable by the application of these modern 
techniques to established industrial and com- 
mercial processes has been enhanced by the 
concurrent comprehensive series of lectures 
given by various authorities. These have 
covered such widely different spheres as 
forensic science, high-altitude rocketry, iron 
and steel research, petrochemicals and pro- 


the balance from retained earnings and 
depreciation. The basic reason for the 
scheme, which is symptomatic of the 
vigorous growth of aluminium as the second 
industrial metal, is to increase the range and 
lower the cost of the company’s products. 
A substantial part of these is exported 
directly, and an even higher proportion in 
the form of finished goods made by domestic 
customers. 


More Efficient Production 
ITH increasing competition from abroad 
and the trend for aluminium fabricators 
to build their own plants in countries 
that have customarily imported products 
from the United Kingdom, more efficient 
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gress in thermonuclear physics and engineer- 
ing, plus the more popular subjects of the 
International Geophysical Year and careers in 
science. Some economic facts concerning the 
electronics industry were given by Mr. E. W. 
Semmens, chairman of the exhibition com- 
mittee, speaking at a luncheon following the 
official opening of the exhibition by Sir David 
Eccles, President of the Board of Trade. The 
value of the industry’s direct exports last 
year was more than {60 million, of which 
over {3.3 million went to the dollar market of 
the United States. Certainly an invaluable 
contribution to the country’s economy and a 
record of which the industry can be proud. 





Aluminium Expansion Plans 
RINCIPAL fabricating subsidiary of 
Aluminium, Limited, Northern Alu- 
minium Co., Limited, plans to spend 
£10 million over the next four years, nearly 
£8 million of this being for new plant and 
buildings. The major part of this programme 
will be the expansion of the company’s 
aluminium rolling mill at Rogerstone, Mon- 
mouthshire, raising its annual capacity to 
75,000 tons in such a way that a further 
increase will be possible—at a relatively low 
cost per ton—to an ultimate capacity of 
175,000 tons. The remainder of the invest- 
ment will be in further modernisation of the 
Banbury and Birmingham works. These 
plans were announced earlier this month by 
the company’s chairman, Field Marshal Earl 
Alexander of Tunis, at a reception held at 
Rogerstone to mark the coming into service 
of new equipment for the production of 
stretched aluminium-alloy plate to meet the 
requirements of the aircraft industry and the 
completion of a new office block. To finance 
the expansion, Aluminium, Limited, is 


making a further dollar investment in the 
company by subscribing for {3 million of 
new ordinary share capital and Northern 
Aluminium plans to raise an additional 
£3 million on long-term loan and to find 
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production methods have become essential. 
The augmented mill will be equipped for the 
economic manufacture of a large range of 
rolled products. Wider and longer plate in 
aluminium and its medium-strength alloys 
will become available to meet the needs of 
the shipbuilding, chemical, atomic energy 
and similar industries. Larger sizes of 
medium-strength alloy sheet will be offered 
for the more economic construction of road 
and rail vehicles and for general engineering. 
A product with much significance for the 
aircraft designer will be massive heat-treated 
high-strength alloy plate. In addition, the 
cost and quality of the aluminium and 
common alloy sheet for which the mill is 
already well equipped will be made more 
attractive to the building, packaging and 
other industries that are its main outlets. 
The expansion is a significant step in 
Northern Aluminium Company’s develop- 
ment, in which since 1946 nearly {7 million 
has been spent on new plant, and illustrates 
a determination to maintain and improve the 
company’s position as one of the leading 
European aluminium fabricators; it is r- 
tune that the main part of it is to be in an 
area where the closing of outdated steel hand 
mills is causing some loss of employment. 





The Last Atlantic Stops Work 
wit the withdrawal from traffic of 4-4-2 
No. 32424 Beachy Head, the Atlantic 
type tender locomotive is now 
operationally extinct on British Railways. 
It was introduced almost exactly 60 years 
ago and although its number was never 
much in excess of 300, it rapidly became 
deservedly popular as a handsome and 
capable machine and included some of 
the best-known locomotive designs ever to 
run on British metals. In recent years the 
only survivors were five engines built at 
Brighton for the London Brighton and South 
Coast Railway in 1911 to the designs of 
D. Earle Marsh. Latterly they distinguished 
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themselves on the relief Newhaven boat 
expresses which often totalled 450 tons over 
a road which is far from level. To com- 
memorate their passing the Railway Corre- 
spondence and Travel Society arranged a 
special train on Sunday, April 13, including 
a Pullman buffet car, from Victoria to New- 
haven Harbour, and hauled by the last sur- 
vivor on its final run. After an inspection of 
the harbour installations and the motive 
power depot—where British Railways oldest 
working locomotive, the Terrier 32636 built 
in 1872 was on view, the train was hauled to 
Brighton by 2-6-4T 80154, the last engine 
built in that town. There some 350 members, 
most of whom seemed to have cameras, 
recorded the obsequies of 32424 as it arrived 
on shed. The return journey to Victoria was 
on a 58-min. schedule behind King Arthur 
Class 30796 Sir Dodinas le Savage, an engine 
which performed regularly on the Southern 
Belle in the days prior to electrification. All 
in all the occasion was somewhat nostalgic, 
but how appropriate that Beachy Head 
should have ended its passenger duties almost 
within sight of its geographical namesake. 





Value of the Coach Rally 


ReAP passenger transport is the richer for 
the institution of the British coach 
rally, the fourth of which has been held 
at Brighton under the auspices of our con- 
temporary, Passenger Transport. It affords 
standards of excellence in design, comfort 
and safety in the vehicles and of smart 
appearance and skill in their crews which 
must stimulate any operator ambitious for 
public support to greater efforts. It is all 
very well for a manager to believe his driver 
can drive well; let him come to the rally and 
see that others can do better! Let him see also 
that there are features of body layout which 
can be improved either at once or when new 
vehicles are on order; what appeals to the 
very representative body of judges who assess 
the concours d’elegance may well correspond 
with what tickles the fancy of the general 
public. Particularly important is_ the 
emphasis laid in the features for which marks 
are given in the concours upon the comfort 
and convenience of the driver’s cab layout 
and the comfort afforded the passenger. 
Safety aspects also receive particular atten- 
tion. As a two-day event the rally owes 
much to the enthusiasm of members of the 
Brighton and Hove Motor Club and of the 
Omnibus Society, who checked the road tests 
and acted as marshals respectively; it also 
arouses considerable enthusiasm among the 
general public and stirs up interest in coach 
travel in no uncertain manner. The users of 
coaches can see for themselves that if there is 
only one winner fer each event, the vehicles 
attain a high standard; they might well con- 
clude that there are no bad coaches, but that 
there are certainly better ones. 





Northern General Group 
REVIEWING the past year for members 
of the Northern General Transport Co., 
Limited, at the 44th annual general 
meeting, Mr. W. T. James, the chairman, 
pointed out that despite the industrial area © 
served by the group, 38 per cent of the ser- 
vices and 27 per cent of the mileage had a 
revenue below the average cost. There was a 
limit to facilities provi at a loss unless 
some substantial reduction in costs could be 
found. The Chancellor had missed his oppor- 
tunity to relieve the industry of the iniquitous 
burden of 200 per cent tax on fuel oil—a 
special tax applicable only to road teem, Se 
use of that commodity. Holiday tours had 
carried a record number of passengers in 
1957, despite the strike which caused can- 
cellation of 35 tours. With private hire and 
express operations this department i to 
subsidise stage carriage services. Mr. James 
paid tribute to the work of the standing joint 
committee with British Railways and of the 
transport advisory committee on which the 
Gateshead and Felling authorities were repre- 
sented; the latter work was most valuable in 
dealing with housing estate extensions. Percy 
Main garage has been modernised and a 
45-vehicle extension begun at Philadelphia. 
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Belfast, 35/9 Middiepath Street (Regd. Office) - - - Belfast 59261/4 
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Bristol, 1,61 Park Street - - - - - - - Bristol 25435/6 
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payable in advance and postage free 
The Editor is prepared to consider con- 
tributions offered for publication in 
MODERN TRANSPORT, but intending con- 
tributors should first study the length 
and style of articles appearing in the 
paper and satisfy themselves that the 
topic with which they propose to deal 
is relevant to editorial requirements. In 
controversial subjects relating to all 
aspects of transport and traffic this 
newspaper offers a platform for inde- 
pendent comment and debate, its object 
being to encourage the provision of all 
forms of transport in the best interests 
of the community. 
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Future of Transport 


T would be easy to attribute responsibility 
for present difficulties in public transport 
to the dictum of the Conservatives in 1953 
that more and more competition in transport 
would lead to prosperity. They were entitled 
to that view and to try it out, no doubt, and 
if only the cake from which so many more 
slices were to be cut had been a magically 
expanding one all would have voted it a 
great success, like an event at a tea party 
in Alice in Wonderland. Unfortunately we 
were not living in that sort of world even 
five years ago. The competition of private 
transport is making itself more and more 
heavily felt not only in short-distance railway 
traffic but by the bus and coach operator. 
The other side of the medal is that public 
transport and the railways in particular are 
not in a good competitive position because of 
the restriction on investment pursued by 
the Labour Government between 1945 and 
1951. On the freight side private transport 
operated by traders and manufacturers 
has made the share of cake available to 
railways and hauliers dwindle appreciably. 
It is a business man’s absolute right to 
exercise freedom of choice as to how he sends 
his goods and none should be allowed to 
threaten it, but the rapid development of 
C-licence operation over medium and long 
distances—for all sorts of good reasons 
undoubtedly has created a quite different 
climate for the providers of public freight 
transport since the 1953 Act was drafted. In 
such circumstances it is quite obvious that 
whether the passenger or freight sides are 
examined there is now little prospect of 
obtaining increased net revenue from any 
further raising of fares and charges, even 
though it may be perfectly true, as was said 
at Turnberry, that costs have gone up by 
200 per cent and fares by only roo per cent. 
‘ 
Time for Review 
F the pegging of transport rates at a low 
level is what the Government seeks, as 
suggested by Mr. Nugent in the debate 
on the Civil Estimates, then the time for a 
review of the Government attitude to trans- 
port is overdue and particularly of the short- 
sighted restriction on the rapid development 
of the railway modernisation plan, which 
despite Ministerial denials has had a wet- 
blanket effect on many of those concerned 
and has led to postponement of targets for 
dieselisation and other features instead of 
bringing them forward. How greatly the 
railway situation might be changed, for 
example, if an all-out drive by the electrical 
and civil engineering industries, similar to 
that of civil engineering contractors on the 
Midland motorway project, could bring one 
or both of our great main-line electrifications 
forward for completion early in the 1960s 
rather than midway or late. It would appear 
that it is in something of this sense that Sir 
Brian Robertson, chairman of the British 
Transport Commission, has already had dis- 
cussions with the union leaders; from these 
came the approach of Commission and unions 
on Tuesday of this week to the Prime Minister 
in respect of the railway wage claims and the 
Tribunal decision. Sir Brian, who took the 
initiative in pointing out that there was no 
wages battle, merely a battle for the future 
of British Railways, was accompanied by 
other representatives of the Commission; with 
Mr. Harold Macmillan was Mr. Heathcoat 
Amory, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
Mr. Harold Watkinson, Minister of Trans- 
ety The National Union of Railwaymen 
ad four representatives and the Associated 
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Society of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen 
and the Transport Salaried Staffs Association 
three each. As we go to press it is understood 
that a week or more may elapse before par- 
ticulars are available of the concrete schemes 
by which the railways may possibly be 
removed from their dilemma and enabled to 
offer some future wage increase without 
incurring greater deficit or subsidy. Mr. 
Watkinson re-emphasised at the conclusion 
of Tuesday’s Commons debate on Ministry 
estimates that subsidy to the railways would 
be utter disaster. 


Downing Street Meeting 
AFTER the meeting at 10 Downing Street 
a statement was issued dealing with the 
full and frank exchange of views which 
had taken place. It continued: The repre- 
sentatives of the trade unions urged that the 
Government should provide additional finan 
cial facilities to the Commission in order to 
make possible an immediate increase in 
salaries and wages. The chairman of the 
B.T.C. outlined the action already being 
taken by the Commission for effecting sub- 
stantial improvements in the net revenue 
position and said that further steps of a similar 
nature were being investigated. These 
included closing down unremunerative ser- 
vices and a thorough survey of their services 
with a view to further action of this kind. The 
chairman said that the co-operation of the 
unions would be sought in the measures to 
be proposed. Even taking account of the 
above, the Commission’s financial position 
would not justify at present an increase in 
railway wages and salaries. Nevertheless, 
the purpose of the Commission was to provide 
sufficient assurance of an improvement in the 
Commission’s position, to enable it to agree 
with the unions on a date by which railway 
wages and salaries could be reviewed. With 
that end in view, he had prepared certain 
proposals in relation to the railway moderni- 
sation programme and other matters. 


A New Era Possible 
HE Prime Minister, in reply, said that 
“the Government had held consistently 
to the view that arbitration awards 
should be accepted. They noted that in their 
report the Tribunal had said that the evidence 
before them showed that the basic rates of 
staff covered by the present claims were low 
in comparison with those cited to them as 
applying in other nationalised industries, 
public services and certain private undertak- 
ings. The way out of the difficulty was not by 
subsidy but by a concerted effort to increase 
efficiency and productivity. The surest road 
to this was the great modernisation pro- 
gramme on which the Commission had 
embarked and a more intense programme for 
pruning the railway services by reducing or 
cutting out uneconomic services.’’ He there- 
fore made the following proposal. “ Provided 
that the British Transport Commission, 
together with the three railway unions, were 
prepared to effect the maximum economy in 
operation and to join in ensuring the most 
efficient use of manpower, the Government 
was prepared to re-examine at once the pro- 
gramme of modernisation and to give any 
necessary support to the reductions in un- 
economic services as well as to consider other 
points put forward by the chairman of the 
Commission. The benefits from this should 
accrue in steadily increased standards of 
living for all those who worked on the rail- 
ways as well as in a better service generally 
to the public.’’ From this, therefore, patience 
and ingenuity may lay the foundations of a 
new era in public transport in this country 
with a firm and consistent policy. 
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Forthcoming Events 


April 26.—Light Railway Transport League. Paper by Mr. W. 
Edwards, “The Tramways of St. Helens.”” At Fred 
Tallant Hall, Drummond Street, London, N.W.1. 3 p.m. 

Railway Correspondence and Travel Society. 30th 
anniversary dinner. At “ The Windsor Castle,” 333 Vauxhall 
Bridge Road, S.W.1. 7 p.m 

Railway and Canal Historical Society. Tour of Su 
Iron and Croydon, Merstham and Godstone Railways, fol 
wed by annual meeting and dinner. At Greyhound Hotel, 

roydon. 


April 27.—Light Railway Transport League. Tour of Sheffield 
Corporation Tramways 
Railway Correspondence and Travel Society. Herts No. 2 
Rail Tour. : 
Railway Canal and Historical Society. Cruise on Grand 
ues — as from Cowley Lock, Uxbridge, to Thames Lock, 
rentford. 


April 28.—Omnibus Society (Headquarters). Paper by Mr. C. H. 
Preece, “ History and Development of Express Services.” 
At Victoria Ccach Station, Buckingham Palace Road, 
S.W.1 6.45 p.m. 


April 29.—Institute of Transport. Informal Luncheon. At 
Connaught Rooms, Great Queen Street, W.C.2, 12.30 p.m 


April 30.—Inistitute of Road Transport Engineers (East Mid- 
lands). Annual genera] meeting. At Mechanics’ Institute, 
Nottingham 7.30 p.m 


May 1.—Institute of Road Transport Engineers (West Regional) 
Annual general meeting At Liverpool Architectural 
Society’s Rooms, Bluecoat Chambers, School Lane, Liver- 
pool, It. 7.30 p.m 


May 2.—The Railway Club. Paper by Mr. H. A. Vallance 
“London to Inverness by Day.” At 320 High Holborn. 
W.C.t. 7 p.m j t 

Institute of Traffic Administration. Annual dinner and 
dance At Chatham Rooms, Victoria Station, §.W.1. 
7 p.m. 


May 7-17.—Mechanical Handling Exhibition and Materials 
Handling Convention. At Earls Court 

May 13-15.—Public Transport Association, Annual Conference 
At Harrogate. 

June 3-6.—Institute of Transport. Congress. In Dublin 

September 1-7.—Society of British Aircraft Constructors. Flying 
display and exhibition At Farnborough. (Public days 
September 5, 6 and 7.) 


September 26-October 4.—Commercial Mot a 
tion. At Earls Court. cial Motor Transport Exhibi 
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CONTAINER SHIP FOR AN 
IRISH SERVICE 





Tween Deck Design 





CONVEYORS FOR 


O have increased its share of traffic carried 
by road and ferry to Ireland by rather 
more than two and a half times in three 

years—such is the impressive record of Anglo- 
Continental Container Services, two inde- 
pendent companies registered in both London 
and Belfast, and operating container services 
via Preston and Larne, and Ardrossan and 
Larne. The secret of success has been close 
attention to customers’ requirements, the 
provision of containers suitable for those needs 





MACGREGOR HATCHES ; i" 
.._ MACE . “\\_ TWEEN DECKS 119° FOR 18 CONTAIS 


RAPID LOADING 


simultaneously by a 15-ton Butters crane on 
the dockside, removing a loaded container from 
one rail and lowering another on to an adjacent 
rail. In this way an overall 60 per cent load 
factor can be secured in the crane working. 


Container Trolleys 
Containers are lowered over the trolleys 
referred to. The trolley is elevated by hand- 
hydraulic pump until it takes the weight of 
the container, which can then be gravitated 





MACGREGOR COVER 
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THWARTSHIP SECTION 


The arrangement of the container holds and the position of machinery and crew accommodation 
are indicated in this outline of the m.v. ‘* Goodwill,’’? chartered by Anglo-Continental Container 
Services for its Preston—Larne route 


and the mounting of a service of an integrated 
road-ferry-road character exploiting to the full 
the mobility of the container and its ability 
to give door-to-door service. The company has 
at present some 350 of these in use. 


Higher Capacity 
For some time A.C.C.S. has been chartering 


special container ships from Dutch owners for 
the two routes, believing. that these offer 





View through No. 1 hatch for’ard shows tween 


aft on the trim of the ship until it reaches the 
previous container. The operation is thereafter 
repeated until the lower hold is completed. 
While the hatch is being replaced, the upper 
hold is filled, first through No. 2 McGregor 
hatch aft, then through No. 1 hatch. The 
capstans are used to draw containers forward 
on the trolleys for unloading. This rapid 
method of handling the container load is, of 
course, especially valuable under tidal working 





deck and, above, McGregor steel hatch covers; 


right, one of the trolleys for container handling, with associated capstan 


certain advantages on the difficult Irish 
Channel crossing over the vehicle. ferry class 
of ship on which containers are carried as deck 
cargo. With the chartering of these vessels 
successive improvements have been made with 
a view to securing higher container capacity, 
more rapid handling and better protection for 
the cargo, and the latest motor ship, the 
Goodwill, which entered service on April 7, 
represents, it is felt, a nearly ideal solution to 
the special conditions of service already 
referred to. 

This is a vessel of about 800 tons dead- 
weight, 192 ft. long (182 ft. between perpen- 
diculars), 34 ft. in moulded breath, and 
powered by an M.A.N. supercharged diesel 


—_ 


ae 
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conditions. The ship is fitted with radar, echo- 
sounder and other aids to reliable navigation 
under adverse conditions. 


More Sailings 

Introduction of the Goodwill enables Anglo- 
Continental to carry more containers on the 
Preston—Larne route and also to step up the 
Ardrossan—Larne sailings, so as to carry the 
increasing Scottish traffic which is showing 
itself. The company feels that this new vessel 
marks an important step forward in its con- 
tinuing search for better service. Having 
extensively explored container construction for 
means of securing greater security and freedom 
from fatigue, corrosion and leakage, it is now 





Looking aft, with the lower hold being worked, and, right, a specially protected container 
being lifted off a trolley on the tween deck 


engine whose 1,000 h.p. will give her a service 
speed of 114 knots. A salient feature of the 
Goodwill is that there is a tween deck, thus 
providing two decks for the accommodation of 
containers protected against the elements. 
Each deck is about 120 ft. long and will take 
18 containers, and there is additionally accom- 
modation in suitable circumstances for a 
further 19 on deck, making 55 in all. This is 
a significant improvement on previous ships. 


McGregor Hatches 


The lower hatch has wooden covers, but 
the tween deck is covered by two McGregor 
flush steel hatches, the openings being 4o ft. 
by 25 ft. 6 in. approximately. Each deck is 
equipped with a reversible electric capstan and 
snatch blocks and cables serving three sets of 
longitudinal rails upon which run trolleys 
17 ft. long and 5 ft. 6 in. wide. Loading and 
unloading of containers can be carried out 


operating a ship in which a double-deck load of 
containers is carried in the minimum space and 
under optimum conditions of trim. 


Light Alloy Units 

Latest developments in containers include 
the delivery so far of about 20 out of a second 
order for 50 Duramin light alloy units. The 
evolution of a side-door model for palletised 
loading is advanced to a point where opera- 
tional use and observed trials have enabled the 
company to plan for a further building pro- 
gramme. Most of the containers now in use are 
of 8 to 9 tons and 800 cu. ft. capacity. 

From March 1 goods in transit insurance 
cover (including a fully comprehensive marine 
risk element) has been raised from £350 to {800 
per ton; further cover is available on notifi- 
cation of shipments valued in excess of {800 
per ton at the rate of 1s. 3d. per cent on the 
excess value involved. 
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FapP-A ir air filter minimum pressure les 


of the FAR-AIR filter. 
Easily accessible and 
washable elements 

are used. 

Their design is such that 
a Far-Air element 

20° x 20° x 2” will 
hold 25 oz. of solids 
of 2.54 sp.g. without 
loss of efficiency 
INTERMIT LTD. has 
set up a nation-wide filter 
cleansing service to 
provide low-cost 
maintenance. 

An automatic 3-stage 
washer of FAR-AIR 
design is available for 
large installations, where 
the cost of a special 
machine is justified. 





revolutionary new filtration principles 
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Rotonamic 


multiple-tube cyclonic air cleaner 





With extremely high 
efficiency on particles 

“in the range below 
§ microns, the 
ROTONAMIC 
multiple-tube cyclonic air 
cleaner is close to 100% 
efficient in the removal 
of larger particles. 
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There are no moving 
parts, and the 
ROTONAMIC 
therefore needs no 
maintenance. Solids 
separated from the air 
are simply collected 
from a bin. 





FAR-AIK LICENCED MANUFACTURERS FOR EUROPE 


INTERMIT LIMITED 


BRADFORD STREET BIRMINGHAM 


Phone: Midiand 7961 


! 


Group experience and 


product of Birtield resources 
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AND THE LOAD IS SECURED with the 
P.& H. RAPID ADJUSTABLE CABLE ASSEMBLY 


(Fully covered by world patents) 


C— -y——o 


This appliance is in two parts—a wire cable and a rapid action tensioner: 
it can be applied wherever a taut lashing is required. Speed of 
attachment, adaptability and securement is revolutionary, and 
its versatility makes other methods of lashing obsolete. 
Can be used repeatedly and is easily maintained. 
THE CABLE—Steel preformed wire, threaded with 
steel beads provides adjustment for 

THE TENSIONER along the wire. Closing the 
tensioner holds the cable without gripping 
or bending, and also applies the strain. 
Remains vibration proof and cannot 
possibly “walk back""—can be locked 
to prevent pilferage. 




















Sizes available to suit all requirements— 
securing small yacht stays to lashing heavy 
loads in all kinds of transport—land, sea, or 
air. 














for further details 





FURNESS WITHY & _ PRINGIPLE : 
STEVEDORING DEPT. SECTION Ma.T. Beads on cable are fed past slot in tensioner until = 
FINLAND YARD, SURREY COMMERCIAL DOcKs, = [and tight.’ Closing the tensioner applies stress. S 
LONDON, S.E.16. = (see diagram). 2 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES 





THE RHONDDA TRANSPORT COMPANY, 
LIMITED 


VACANCY FOR CHIEF ENGINEER 





‘T.,7 HE Rhondda Transport Company, Limited, 
which operates some 200 buses and coaches 
on stage carriage services, and on private hire, 
invites applications from Engineers who have had 
experience in the maintenance of a fleet of public 
service vehicles, and in the control of staff. 

For a keen and enthusiastic engineer, the 
position offers considerable scope for initiative, 
and the commencing salary will be dependent upon 
the qualifications and experience of the selected 
applicant 

Applications, which will be treated in strict 
confidence, should be sent under “‘PRIVATE”’ 
cover to reach the General Manager, The Rhondda 
Transport Co., Limited, Porth, Rhondda, Glam, 
by May ro, 1958, and should include the following 
particulars 


t. Name and address 
2. Age 
3. Whether single or married and, in the 


latter case, the number and ages of any 
children. 

j. Education 

5. Training 

6. Professional or technical qualifications. 

7. Brief statement ef present and previous 
appointments, arranged chronologically. 

8. Present salary. 





WEST YORKSHIRE ROAD CAR CO., LIMITED 


ASSISTANT TRAFFIC MANAGER 
\ TEST Yorkshire Road Car Co., Limited, require 

an Assistant Traffic Manager. Applications 
should be addressed to the General Manager (H. N. 
Tuff), at East Parade, Harrogate, giving full 
details of age, previous experience, salary, quali- 
fications, etc., and should be received not later 
than May 3, 1958. 





MANCHESTER CORPORATION 


TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT 





| EQUIRE CHIEF ACCOUNTANT (qualified) 

preferably with considerable experience of 
Transport Accountancy. Salary £1,625/{£1,900 
per annum. Forms of application (returnable by 


Friday, May 23, 1958) and further particulars 
ivailable from Town Clerk, Town Hall, Man- 
chester, 2 








CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 





CHAMOIS LEATHERS 
UARANTEED hardwearing Chamois Leathers. 
imately 22 in by 16 in.; only 6s, 11d. each (minimum 
(30) less 5 per cent.—County Chamois Co., 
Aston Cross, Birmingham. 


Approx- 


order six); 1 ki 
Limited, Rocky Lane, 





LORRY—BUS—COACH 


Married Conductresses to Go Here 





A Rgrnyon's women will no longer be employed 
as conductresses on Dundee Corporation 

buses after the holiday period, which ends 
in September. This was unanimously agreed by the 
Transport Committee on April 15. The decision 
affects 20 of the 86 conductressés. At a subsequent 
sub-committee meeting the transport manager, Mr. 
W. L. Russell, explained that from information 
supplied by the Ministry of Labour there was a 
potential supply of 1,000 men suitable for recruit- 
ment by the department. In 1953 it was decided 
that the number of women employed should de- 
pend on the availability of suitable male labour. 


Speed Limit on P.S.V’s. “Archaic” 

BotH on motorways and on stretches of road 

in the London area on which a 40-m.p.h. 
speed limit is in force the 30-m.p.h. speed limit 
on public service vehicles is archaic and adds, or 
will add, to traffic congestion, the P.T.A. has 
told the Minister of Transport. It is urged that 
the 30-m.p.h. limit should be removed on motor- 
ways and that there should be no differentiation 
between cars and p.s.v. on 4o-m.p.h. roads. 


Sheffield to Sicily 

QEVEN tons of boiler tubes, loaded in Sheffield 
. and Birmingham on April 19 were due to be 
delivered in Palermo (Sicily) this weekend (April 
26-27) after a direct road journey of nearly 2,100 
miles. The tubes are urgently required for an 
Italian vessel at Palermo. Delivered to Tilbury by 
British haulier and loaded on board the Tilbury— 
Antwerp vehicle ferry, the load was collected at 
Antwerp by a firm of Belgian international road 
haulage contractors to start its 1,900-mile run to 
Palermo. This transit was carried out under the 
auspices of Anglo-Overseas Transport Co., Limited, 
in collaboration with Northern Ireland Trailers, 
Limited, and van Gaever of Antwerp. 


Virtues of C-Licensed Operations 

EMARKS made in the course of his address to 

the London Rotary Club (MopERN TRANs- 
port last week) by Sir Brian Robertson, chairman 
of the British Transport Commission, when he 
referred to the traffic carried to and from London 
in C-licensed vehicles and expressed the opinion 
that. much of it should go by public transport, 
road or rail, have drawn comment from Mr. ED 
Fitz-Gerald, secretary of the T.R.T.A. Sir Brian, 
he says, could by now be expected to have a very 
clear idea of why the traffic he covets is not passed 
to rail. He is in fact avowedly hoping that the 
railway modernisation scheme will result in British 
Railways being able to offer the kind of service 
which alone can attract this traffic. Maybe he does 
not adequately understand the additional and 
sound business reasons why the traffic is moved 
by those concerned in their own transport. 

“He should know that they use those forms of 
transport which they know best serve’ their busi- 
ness requirements. We all know British Railways, 
anyway, do not operate profitably, but that, even 
from a national point of view, is no sound reason 


for expecting business men to use facilities less 
suitable for the business requirements than their 
own.’’ Mr, Fitz-Gerald continues: “ It is interest- 
ing to note that apparently Sir Brian thinks the 
traffics carried by vera transport are the ‘less 
rofitable ones.’ ublic transport other than 
ritish Railways seems to prosper nevertheless."’ 


Mr. Davies with the R.H.A. 


M EMBERS of the Tees-side sub-area of the Road 
a Haulage Association, at the sub-area dinner 
at Stockton-on-Tees on April 18, heard Mr. Ernest 
Davies, M.P., explain his view of Socialist policy 
on road transport. Mr. Davies said a complete 
monopoly of all long-distance transport was not 


i 
sad . ; 4 7 


5 


— 





: 





Bournemouth Corporation Transport has 
converted a Sunbeam trolleybus to open-top 
layout, removing the front exit and staircase 


to increase seating capacity to 64. It will 


go on a circular tour 


likely under his party’s plans to renationalise. The 
probability was that B.R.S. would continue as it 
was at present, but it would be given complete 
freedom to expand very considerably to compete 
with the private haulier even more vigorously than 
today. It would also be given power to acquire 
concerns it considered essential to make a compre- 
hensive organisation. Labour would this time pay 
for assets acquired, but not for goodwill. 


Express Licence ‘‘Premature”’ 
A PPEARING for British Railways in its appeal 
Bi against the East Midland area Traffic Com- 
missioners’ decision authorising non-stop express 
services between Nottingham and Derby to Trent 
Motor Traction and Barton Transport, Mr. J. R. 
Samuel-Gibbon submitted that the licences were 
granted prematurely. It was impossible to say 
yet what effect there would be on passenger traffic, 
in view of the recently introduced diesel railcar 
service between the two cities. No one could say 
what the state of affairs was going to be and it 
deprived the proceedings of some degree of reality, 
he suggested. He also charged that figures put in 
evidence of people travelling between Nottingham 
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and Derby had included a number of engers 
who boarded buses en route, whereas the licence 
for the express service was for passengers only to 
be picked up and set down at the termini. 


Liverpool to Try 75-77 Seaters 


"THREE high-capacity double-deck buses are to 
be given extended trials by Liverpool Cor- 
ration Passenger Transport Department. The 
Reamenatt Committee proposes to buy a Leyland 
Atlantean 77-seater and an A.C.V. Mark V 75- 
seater at approximately {5,500 each. It is also 
proposed to hire an A.C.V. Bridgemaster 75- 
seater for a trial period. 


One Vehicle Suspended 


I ROUGHT before the deputy Scottish area 

Licensing Authority to show cause why his 
licence should not be revoked for breaches of nor- 
mal user, Kenneth MacLennan, of Aberchirder, 
had one vehicle of his five suspended for the month 
of May and had to give a promise that he would 
not resort to C-hiring of his vehicle during that 
time. This followed examination of his logbooks 
by traffic examiners. Mr. Alex Robertson, the 
licensing authority, pointed to 25 journeys into 
England on a licence conditioned for Aberdeen 
shire, Banfishire and Morayshire. 


Shorter Waits for Delivery Vehicles 
AS soon as opportunity offers, the London and 
i Home Counties division of the T.R.T.A. in 
tends to inaugurate a “Speed the Van from the 
Kerb Campaign.’’ Traders and shopkeepers will be 
invited to help themselves by ensuring speedy un- 
loading and freeing kerb space as soon as possible. 
Trade associations will be invited to co-operate 
in this effort. This, said Mr. S. J. Lamborn, 
the retiring divisional chairman, is something which 
should appeal to all and should also receive the 
blessing of the Minister of Transport. Speaking 
last week at the annual luncheon of the division 
about “unmerited publicity ” on ra 3 | running 
of C-licensed vehicles, he said the T.R.T.A. wel- 
comed the census that the Ministry has shortly to 
make. The. B.T.C. chairman was also welcome to 
come and investigate the facts for himself. 

Mr. S. C. Bond, president of the Association, 
said the nationa! executive had decided to pursue 
a policy of restraint on nationalisation issues and 
not to enter into conflict with all and sundry, but 
he added that the national council had yet to con- 
sider the matter. (It is due to come up at the 
meeting of the council next month. Opinion is 
hardening that Socialist plans for transport legis- 
lation, if and when they are returned to power, 
will include licensing only on proof of need for 
medium- and long-distance C-licensed operations.— 
Editor.) 


Bus and Coach Developments 


Champion Coaches, Limited, desires to co-ordinate its Brighton 
excursion from South Chingford with that of Elms, Phillips and 
Brown (C. J. Elms) 

Southdown Motor Services, Limited, proposes new services 
between Hillbarn and Lancing (Broadway) via South Street 
and Cokeham Road (77) and between Brighton (Pool Valley) 
and South Woodingdean (Shops) via Bear Road, Warren Hill 
ani Langley Crescent (114) 

Premier Travel, Limited, proposes not to operate its Ramsey 

Southend service in 1958 

Western S.M.T. Co., Limited, proposes to withdraw its 
Dumfries—Holywood Village route 

J. A. Harvey, Evie, Kirkwall, Orkney, applies to withdraw 
his Fursin, Evie and Birsay service 





AUSTIN saves you money 
AUSTIN never iets you down 
AUSTIN will do any and every job 


fh 





Free personal benefits |*@ 
for your drivers. 

. P DRIVERS 
Ask us for details. CLUB 






THE AUSTIN MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED : 





invest in an AUSTIN 


LONGBRIDGE : 


sparers. 


country track at the 


lasting a really tough chassis can be. 


— PULL, a strong pull — power you 
can really feel. That’s the Austin truck 
engine. Petrol or diesel—the choice is 
yours — both built to be outstanding fuel- 


Austin trucks are fearlessly tested. 
Austin trucks are tested on the cross- 
Motor Industry 
Research Association proving ground ~ as 
gruelling a surface as you'll find anywhere 
in the world. Tested over and over again 
to prove just how dependable and long- 


and do it well 


Austin trucks backed by nation- 
wide B.M.C. Service. Britain’s greatest 
service and parts organisation is ready to 
serve you-in every corner of Britain. 
First-class work, quickly carried out, on 
all Austin commercials. Parts immediately 
supplied. 


See your Austin dealer. Get from 
him full facts and figures on the Austin 
truck range —and details of special body- 
work too. All Austins are available as 
chassis/cab, chassis/scuttle units. All are 
warranted for 12 months from delivery. 








All these great trucks are available through your Austin dealer’s now 


3 TONNERS: F.C. platform length 14 tt. 4 iM. .000...... cc cccccceecesseeeseees From £740.18.1 
4 TONNERS: F.C. platform length 16 ft. 6 ins. or 14 ft. 4 ins.......... From £831.13.10 
5 TONNERS: F.C. platform length 16 ft. 6 im. 000... cceecceeeseeeseeees From £917.16.1 
S TON TIPPER: 5 cu. yd. end tipping body ...............ccccccecessecsereenes From €£1140.4.9 
7 TONWNERS: 120, 150 or 160 inch wheelbase ..000..0.0.......cccccceeseeeeees From €£1575.16.8 
PRIME MOVER: For gross train weights up to 15 tons..................... From €£983.16.1 


Prices quoted are for chassis|scuttle or chassis/cab units. All prices include P.T. 3-5 ton 
Austin trucks are available with normal or forward control, petrol or diesel power. 
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MODERNISATION AT WORK 





Eastern Region 2,000-h.p. 


Diesel-Electric Locomotive 





FOR LONDON AND 


Bg Bggrse -~ ee yet a further stage in the 
modernisation of the Eastern Region, on 
April 18 a new type of 2,000-h.p. diesel- 
electric locomotive made a successful demonstration 
run from Liverpool Street to Norwich and back. 
The engine, No. Dzoo, is the first of 10 which are 
now being delivered by the English Electric Com- 
pany at the rate of one a fortnight, and which by 
autumn will enable the principal Great Eastern 
Line expresses between London and Norwich to be 
diese] hauled in a journey time of two hours or less 
for the 115 miles. The new units will displace a 
number of the Britannia class steam locomotives, 
which will become available for an improved ser- 
vice between London and Clacton, from June 9. 
It is interesting to notice that with the introduc- 
tion of diesel-hauled main-line trains to Norwich, 
it will be possible to reach most parts of East 
Anglia by diesel train, since most of the local 


NORWICH SERVICE 


The traction motor blowers are direct-driven 
centrifugal fans driving air through filters in the 
side of the nose compartment. fuel pump is 
mounted near the engine, with extra provision for 
a gravity fuel supply for a limited cago should 
there be any failure of the pump. The lubricating 
oil priming pump is driven from the battery, and 
delivers the initial supply of oil before the engine 
is started. 


Control Gear 


The control gear is housed in a cubicle located 
transversely across the locomotive at the generator 
end of the main compartment. The traction motors 
are connected across the main generator in pairs 
in series, the three irs being connected in 
permanent parallel. The field weakening is 
automatically induced by the torque regulator, 
and is simultaneous on all motors. The power 
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Sectioned elevation and plan of the E 







ish Electric 2,000-h.p. diesel-electric locomotive for 


astern Region 


services are already operated by multiple-unit sets. 
Indeed, the build-up of diesel haulage in this area 
has been quite phenomenal, and throughout the 
Eastern Region as a whole no fewer than four 
million train-miles were operated by diesel power 
in 1957. It is estimated that by 1961 all regular 
steam workings into Liverpool Street will have 
been superseded by either diesel or electric 
traction. 
108 Tons Adhesion 

The 10 main-line units now entering service are 
classified as Type 4 and have the 1Co-Cor wheel 
notation, as have the three main-line units 
Nos. 10201-3 introduced by the Southern Region 
several years ago. In this feature, as in several 
others, the valuable experience gained with the 
earlier main-line diesels has been incorporated in 
the present design, which was evolved to the 
general requirements of the British Transport 
Commission under the overall direction of Messrs. 
R. C. Bond and S. B. Warder, chief mechanical 
engineer and chief electrical engineer respectively, 
British Railways Centra] Staff. 

The Eastern Region has been the sponsor region 
for collaboration and inspection during the 
execution of the contract, under the supervision of 
Mr. K. J. Cook, chief mechanical and electrical 
engineer of that region. In working order the 
engine weighs 133 tons, of which the two carrying 
axles bear a load of 12} tons apiece. This leaves 
108 tons available for adhesion with the load 
equally distributed on six axles, each carrying 
18 tons. 

Power Unit 

The engine is an English Electric 16 SVT 
Mark II with a rating of 2,000 h.p. at 850 r.p.m. 
It has 16 cylinders arranged in V formation 


controller and reversing switch are mechanically 
interlocked to prevent incorrect operation. 

Wheel slip protection circuits are included. 
Should this condition occur the tractive effort is 
automatically reduced, and the driver is made 
aware of what is happening by a warning light at 
each driving position. A similar provision is made 
to indicate when the diesel engine shuts down, the 
failure of a traction motor, or excessive engine 
cooling water temperature. Engine speed in 
relation to loading is automatically controlled. The 
engine therefore runs at the lowest speed con- 
sistent with the load demand, so that wear and tear 
is minimised, and fuel consumption is kept at the 
most economic level. 


Superstructure 


The superstructure is divided into six compart- 
ments, including a driving cab behind the nose 
compartment at each end, and the centre section 
divided into radiator and engine compartments. 
Close fitting doors give access from the driving 
cabs through all compartments, and entrance 
doors are provided on each side of the driving cabs, 
and also in the engine compartment. Side hatches 
and roof hatches give access to equipment as 
required, and enable major items to be removed for 
maintenance. The locomotive underframe and 
body is formed of rolled steel sections welded 
together to form a single stressed unit, The space 
between the bogies is used for underslung tanks 
carrying water for the train heating boiler. It is 
interesting that these are fitted with a water scoop, 
and may be refilled from water troughs, or from 
the conventional water cranes, or from a standard 
hose connection. 

Other equipment includes a deadman’s pedal at 
each driving position, and comfortably arranged 





The new locomotive on its special London—Norwich run seen near Colchester 


and supercharged by four Napier exhaust-gas- 
driven turbo-chargers. The main generator is 
bolted to the engine, and the auxiliary generator 
is overhung from the main generator. The entire 
unit is sup d on resilient bearers so that the 
normal flexing of the main frames does not set u 
any injurious stresses, The main generator is 
a direct-current — self-ventilated single-bearing 
machine with a continuous rating of 1,800 amps at 
730 volts. A separately excited winding is provided 
for normal running and it is also provided with 
a series winding which is connected across the 
battery for engine starting. 

The power is supplied to six traction motors 
of the nose-suspended type, each mounted on a 
bogie axle, and driving through a single reduction 
spur gearing. In order to extend the range of the 
locomotive speeds at which full engine power is 
available, provision is made for the weakening of 
the field strength of the motors by field divert 
resistance. The three motors on each bogie are 
force ventilated, and each motor has continuous 
rating of 600 amps at a nominal voltage of 300 
volts. 

Auxiliaries 

The main auxiliaries consist of two exhausters, 
a a, two blowers, a fuel supply pump, 
and a lubricating oil priming pump, all driven by 
the 110 volt d.c. supply given by the auxiliary 
generator. The exhausters are mounted one in 
each nose end compartment, and create the 
vacuum for operating the train brakes. The com- 
pressor is mounted adjacent to the fuel tank and 
provides for the locomotive brakes, control gear, 
sanding, and warning horns. Air is drawn through 
a suction strainer, and after compression, delivered 
to storage reservoirs. 


seating for the crew with all controls readily to 
hand. In fact, when contemplating the excellent 
convenience and comfort of driving cabs such as 
those provided on this locomotive, it is difficult to 
escape the conclusion that the job of operating 
such a locomotive does not fall far short of the 
pleasure derived from driving a private car. Nor 
is it an easy matter to decide which amenity con- 
tributes most to the crew’s comfort—from the 
viewpoint of a steam man, is the greatest novelty 
the provision of a breakfast cooker or of toilet 
facilities? 


Performance 

Unfortunately the load of nine vehicles 
behind the engine on its demonstration run to 
Norwich and back was scarcely sufficient to put 
the locomotive on its mettle. Even on a fairl 
heavily graded road which includes four miles wi 
a ruling gradient of 1 in 84, a locomotive with a 
108 tons adhesion and a load of 300 tons, should 
certainly be able to maintain bookings that 
demand an average speed of a mile a minute. In 
fact this proved to be the case, for although some 
slacks were encountered, and the running else- 
where was strictly in accordance with the ule 
we arrived at Ipswich dead on time, having 
covered the 68.5 miles in 71.5 minutes. After a 
stop of 34 minutes the next 46.5 miles to Norwich 
were covered in 43 minutes inclusive of severe p.w. 
check which brought the speed down to 10 m.p.h. 
Considering that the maximum speed was 
down 80 m.p.h., when faster running could eau 
have been achieved, this was a very creditable 
performance, and one that indicated very clearly 
that the locomotive had plenty of reserve power 


(Continued on page 8) 
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are now 

operating 
with 

+) [WESTINGHOUSE] + 


SIGNALLING 
EQUIPMENT 


. Charing Cross, Southern Region. 
107-lever power frame. 


2. CannonStreet, SouthernRegion. 
143-lever power frame. (Now 
replaced by a167-lever frame.) 


3. LondonBridge, SouthernRegion. 
311-lever power frame. 


4. Waterloo, Southern Region. 
309-lever power frame. 


5. Victoria, Southern Region. 
225-lever power frame. 


6. Euston, London Midland 
Region. 227-lever power 


frame, 





7. St. Pancras, London Midland 
Region. 205 routes. 0.C.5. 
route relay interlocking with 


electro-pneumatic oper- 
ation of 


Westinghouse Bag 
Brake and Signal Co. Ltd. “oo & 
82 York Way, London, N.1 




















Sliding Doors are Better 


The sliding door offers important 
advantages of compactness, ease of 


access and freedom from damage. 


BECLAWAT 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


has been intensively developed and 
adapted for all forms of transport. 
It ensures smooth, silent action and 
requires the minimum of maintenance. 
Please ask for literature. 





*€60. Trane MANY 


Beckett, Laycock & Watkinson Ltd 


| 
ACTON LANE. LONDON, N.W.10 | 












TK > 


alias: ky 
Apis 


for goods and passenger vehicles, 
motor cars, taxicabs and 
industrial plant & equipment of 
all kinds. 











Commercial and passenger 
vehicle ratings : 42.3 b.h.p. at 3,600 r.p.m. 


Motor car ratings: 43  b.h.p. at 4,000 r.p.m. 
Industrial ratings: 32 b.h.p. at 3,000 r.p.m. 


(for continuous operation in approved appli- 
cations under conditions of B.S.S. 649/1949) 








35 b.h.p. at 3,000 r.p.m. (to suit intermittent Sis 4 
loading). : REPLY COUPON H 
1 1 

ey s Please let me have details of the new Four/99 ‘ 

“R.A.C. certified fuel consumption in Vauxhall $ Diesel engine. & 
Velox car 56.6 m.p.g. at average speed of 34.8 H H 
m.p.h. over test route of 218 miles’. | NAME dvovenilinhincainjestiaiieas pianist Samui : 
i ' 

: ADDRESS : 

' 

7 

' 

' 


Perkins {os 


imme DIESELS 


*k IT PAYS TO FIT ONLY GENUINE PERKINS SPARE PARTS 





By-Pass for Great Missenden 

A bottleneck on the Aylesbury—Amersham 
route, A413, will be eliminated by the construction 
of a 2}- -mile by-pass at Great Missenden. The road 
through this village at present has a minimum 
width of 22 ft, 

<—<o— 

Caleutta Tramway Fares 

A West Bengal Government commission has 
recommended that the Calcutta Tramways Co., 
Limited, be authorised to charge higher fares pro- 
ducing an additional £75,000 per annum. The last 
attempt to raise fares, in 1953, provoked rioting. 
It is stated that they are now lower than in 1925. 
he present award will not fully meet the com- 
pany's needs if it is to expand facilities, but, says 
the commission, the gap will be closed by gains 
accruing from the change to decimal coinage, duc 
to be completed in ro6I. 





| <—e<— 
| Railways Go A-Wooing in Victoria 

| 4 campaign to woo motorists away from their 
| cars and on to railways has been launched by the 
Victorian Railways in Australia. First shot is a 
pamphlet which begins with the provocative ques- 


tion: “What cafe owner would eat out? That 
would be bad business. You own the railways. 
Do you use them as much as you can?’’ The 


railways claim that 80 per cent of their suburban 
trains arrive within 2 min, of their scheduled time. 


Say che railway authorities: “Trains have a 
friendly atmosphere. There is time to read the 
papers. It is true railaxation.”’ 

<—O<— 


Newcastle Proposes Traffic Engineer 

A special committee set up by Newcastle upon 
Tyne City Council to deal with traffic problems 
in the city, has issued a report on its findings. The 
committee recommends the appointment of a 
special traffic engineer; the abolition of right-hand 
turns in the city centre; the provision of light-con- 
trolled pedestrian crossings; all car parks to be 
made free; extension of “ No waiting” and “ One 
way street” orders; and the formation of a new 
traffic committee with wider powers. Another 
recommendation is that the Cowen Monument 
in Westgate Road should be moved to facilitate 
the resiting of bus stops. 

—<O<— 

Parking Dises May Be Tried 

After studying the report of the small party of 
experts, led by Mr. Alex Samuels, chairman of the 
London and Home Counties Traffic Advisory Com- 
mittee, which visited Paris to examine the parking 
control disc system recently introduced there, the 
Minister of Transport has decided that, while it 
cannot be employed in London, he is prepared to 
consider the disc system for use in other areas. 
rhere is, however, no hope the necessary legislation 
being introduced in the immediate future. The 
report referred to did not recommend the use of the 
parking disc anywhere in Britain, principally be- 
cause it does not designate places where parking is 
or is not permitted, there is more opportunity for 
evasion, there is no charge made and hence no 
revenue towards off-street parking construction; it 
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Rail Rover Tickets on the Southern 

Rail rover tickets introduced for a trial period last 
summer on the Southern Region of British Rail- 
ways are now again available but they will cost 
only 8s. 6d. instead of 10s. They will also be 
issued on Saturdays instead of only on Sundays. 

<—ex<— 

Third Prototype Tube Train 

A third and last prototype tube train has now 
gone into serv ice on the London Transport Picca- 
dilly Line. Like the other prototypes, the train 
has its seven cars panelled in unpainted aluminium 
alloy. The builder was the Birmingham Railway 
Carriage and Wagon Co., Limited. 

<—e— 

Assured Arrival Services 

The new assured arrival service of the Scottish 
Region for freight traffic, introduced on April 8, 
has met with an immediate response from traders, 
and 3,000 consignments were conveyed without 

new service 


failure during the first week This 
es traders with traffic between Glasgow and 


assure 


Aberdeen or Dundee that their goods will be avail- 
uble to their customers on the day following 
dispatch 

<— Oc 


Dunchurch By-Pass 

A contract for the construction of the last section 
of the London—Birmingham motorway has been 
let by the Warwickshire County ¢ council, acting as 
agent authority for the Minister of Transport. 
About two miles long, it by-passes Dunchurch to 
the south. From this point the Coventry— 
Birmingham trunk road A45 will be converted 
into a dual carriageway to provide an adequate 
route for the heavy volume of traffic flowing be- 
tween the Birmingham city boundary and the 
motorway. 

<—eo<— 

Manchester Outer Ring Road 

Work is expected to start shortly on the second 
stage of the {5,500,000 Stretford—Eccles by-pass, 
which forms part of a scheme to provide an outer 
ring road for Manchester. This second section, which 
is estimated to cost nearly £1,942,000, will take 
about 18 months to complete. It starts south of the 
Manchester Ship Canal at the junction with B5214 
and runs for 3} miles in a south-easterly direction 
to join A56 between Stretford and Sale. There 
will. be 13 bridges, including ones over Stretford 
Road, and in Barton Road, with access by slip 
roads. 

<—oe<— 

Glasgow Tram Scrapping Programme 

A preliminary three-year programme for tram- 
way abandonment including 11 routes at an estim- 
ated cost of {2} million, has been approved by 
Glasgow Corporation Transport Committee, follow- 
ing the recent decision to abandon the entire tram- 
way system over a period, originally envisaged as 
10-15 years. By the end of this period of three 
years there would be only 217 trams, all of postwar 
construction, in daily service. The total number 
of trams would be reduced by an estimated 300 
during this preliminary stage and 350 buses would 
be required, 150 in 1959 it is recommended. In 
the first year routes 8, 14 and 25 would go; in the 
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Record Air Tourism Predicted 


NEW BRITANNIA. SERVICES ** 


ONFIRMING the present theory in the United 
States that am. overseas vacation has 
replaced the newer and bigger car as a means 

of keeping up with the Jones's, a report from Trans 
World Airlines states that it flew 1,000 more 

sngers from the United States to Europe 
during the first 14 days of April than in the same 
period last year—a 48 per cent increase in east- 
bound travel. The increase is attributed only in 
part to the new transatlantic economy fares 
inaugurated on April 1, for there was also an 
increase in first-class air travel of more than 65 per 
cent during the same 14-day period. TWA 
expects to break all records in transatlantic air 
travel during the coming season, when the airline 
will operate a total of 124 flights weekly. 


Extensions to Rhodesian Airports 
Extensions to Ndola and Salisbury airports cost- 
ing nearly {110,000 were announced recently by the 
Federal Government of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 
A new control building at Ndola will cost £79,000. 
At Salisbury Airport the aircraft apron is to be 
extended at a cost of about £30,000. 


New I.A.T.A. Associate 

Trans Caribbean Airways, Inc., has _ been 
admitted to associate membership in the Inter- 
national Air Transport Association. It operates 
scheduled services between New York and San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. Its ¢dmission brings to 82 the 
number of airlines in the world airlines organisa- 
tion. Of these 72 are full and 10 are associate 
members. 

British Helicopter at Brussels Exhibition 

The Belgian airline, Sabena, is using a Westland 
Widgeon helicopter to supplement its network of 
helicopter services between the European capitals 
during the period of the Brussels Exhibition. The 
Widgeon, a  five-place all-purpose helicopter 
powered by the Alvis Leonides engine, will be used 
mainly for sight-seeing tours and special charter 
flights and will be operating under airline condi- 
tions for the first time. 


Aeronaves Praises the Proteus 

Aeronaves de Mexico, which is scheduling six 
Britannia services a week between Mexico City and 
New York, is highly pleased with the performance 
of the Proteus 755 turboprop engines which power 
its two Britannia 302 air liners. The company’s 
chief engineer recently reported that in accumu- 
lating 4,260 hours on the Bristol Proteus engines, 
there had not been one delay in schedule due to 
engine trouble, which had set a new standard of 
mechanical reliability for engines in the airline. 


10,000-Gal. Fuellers Ordered 

To provide an adequate fuelling service at air- 
ports for the large jet transports shortly to enter 
service, the British Petroleum Co., Limited, has 
placed an initial order for two 10,000-gal. capacity 
articulated tankers having a maximum discharge 
rate of 750 g.p.m. Contracts have been placed 
with Thompson Brothers (Bilston), Limited, and 
Saunders-Roe (Anglesey), Limited, for the two 
vehicles, which will be mounted on bogie semi- 
trailers hauled by A.E.C. six-wheeled tractors. 
Scheduled for completion early in 1959, the mobile 
fuellers will be used during the interim stage while 
experience is being gained in handling the big air- 
craft and a practical scheme for fuel hydrant 
installation studied. 


Silver City Introduces Super-Wayfarers 

As a result of the development of its passenger 
services, Silver City Airways is introducing this 
summer the first all-passenger version of the 
Bristol 170 Mk, 32 Superfreighter car ferry trans- 
port. To be known as Super-Wayfarers, the new 
air liners are 60-seaters and will be used principally 
to provide the Ferryfield—Le Touquet air link in 
Silver City’s low-fare Silver Arrow coach-air-rail 
service between London and Paris, starting on 
May 21. They will also supplement the airline’s 
fleet of Bristol Wayfarers and DC3s on inclusive 
tour work, The Super-Wayfarers are finished in a 
new livery of blue and silver, with white suntops. 
Silver City all-passenger operations are now 
expanding to such an extent that it is estimated 
that some 250,000 people will be carried this year 
in addition ‘to nearly 200,000 on car ferry flights. 


American Airlines Report 


American Airlines’ total revenue for 1957 broke 
all previous records, but net earnings were down 
more than 40 per cent, according to the annual 
report. Mr. C. R. Smith, the president, told the 
stockholders that the reasons for the decline in 
earnings were inadequate rates, increased costs and 
lower load factors. This situation was general 
throughout the industry, “Airline rates until 
recently had approximated to those of 1942, 16 
years ago. A temporary rate imcrease was 
authorised by the Civil Aeronautics Board in 
January, 1958, but that increase was inadequate 
and insufficient. Only recently, the Board had 
denied a request by American, supported by other 
carriers, which asked that the Board expedite its 
decision in the general passenger fare investigation. 
“‘If it is to be the policy of the regulatory agency to 
ignore the needs of the carriers, and to delay 
necessary rate increases for'an indefinite time, the 
airlines will not be able to finance their capital 
requirements, and there is some doubt that they 
can survive,’’ Mr. Smith said. 


New Britannia Services 

B.O.A.C. has inaugurated two new Britannia 
services and is to extend an existing one. On 
April 17, the corporation introduced its service 
with turboprop Britannia 312 airéraft between 
London and Chicago. The 4,100-mile route lies 
through Prestwick, Montreal and Detroit and two 
services weekly will be operated in each direction, 
increasing to a daily service by June. The service 
offers economy-class seats in addition to tourist 
seats and either first-class or de-luxe accommoda- 
tion. B.O.A.C. currently serves Chicago with two 
DC7C flights a week in mixed economy, tourist and 
de-luxe versions. On April 22, the London— 
Teheran route, closed since October, 1952, was 
reopened with the Britannia 102, which 
operate once weekly in each direction with first- 
class and tourist seats. On May 3, the first 
B.O.A.C. ger service ever to operate to 
Melbourne will leave London Ai . This, in 
effect, will be an extension the present 
London—Sydney Britannia 102 service and will be 
flown in a 40 first-class seat version. Two services 
a week will fly into Melbourne on the way to 
Sydney. 


» SCOTTISH BUS OPERATION 














Mr. RODERICK MacKENZIE, B.Sc., A.M.I.Mech.E., 
A.M.LE.E., M.Inst.T. 


Author of the vigorous paper discussed at Turnberry last week, as 
recorded on page 9, by the annual conference of the Scottish Road 
Passenger Transport Association, Mr. Roderick MacKenzie has been 
general manager of Scottish Omnibuses, Limited, since the retirement 
of Mr. R. Beveridge in the spring of 1956 and had previously had a 
wide experience of road transport on both the passenger and freight 
sides. He was educated at Bowmore School, Islay, Keil School, 
Dumbarton, and Edinburgh University, where he graduated as B.Sc., 
with first class honours in engineering. Thereafter he served an 
apprenticeship in the workshops of Edinburgh Transport Department 
and from 1935 to 1941 was assistant engineer and later maintenance 
engineer. In 1945 he became general manager and engineer, Warrington 
Corporation Transport Department and continued in that post until 
1949 when he was appointed chief engineer, Midland Division, British 
Road Services. After three years on the road freight side he returned to 
municipal passenger transport operation in February, 1952, when he 
became general manager and engineer, Halifax Passenger Transport 
Department. He was occupying that position when he received his 
appointment with Scottish Omnibuses, where his engineering and 
administrative ability is exercised over a fleet of some 783 vehicles 
operating between the Forth and the Border Country, on the famous 
Edinburgh—London express service and on numerous excursions and 
tours. Mr. MacKenzie’s succinct replies to the discussion on his paper 
were as much a delight to his hearers as the original reading. 


_ IN. PARLIAMENT 
‘Transport Debated 


ON M.o.T. VOTE 


N a»token vote of {40 for the Ministry of 
Transpoft and Civil Aviation in considering 
the Civil ~Estimates in committee, Mr. 

Ernest Davies said that it could not be ignored 
that present difficulties in the transport industry 
arose directly from the policy of the Government 
toward the British Transport Commission. The 
deterioration had not suddenly set in. It had 
grown out of the deliberate change in policy which 
followed the change of Government in 1951. The 
Government had embarked on a transport policy 
directed at wrecking the balanced public service 
system which the Labour Governments had aimed 
at, and which the Commission had been creating. 
That policy had been characterised by  ill- 
considered, ill-conceived, and incomprehensive 
Ministerial interventions in the affairs of the Com- 
mission, leading to the existing critical state. 
It was a sorry story which had been tragic for the 
transport industry. 


Modernisation Held Back 

Ministers had attempted to minimise the effect of 
the cuts in the modernisation plans of the B.T.C. 
It had been made clear, however, that the 
Commission was suffering because of the cuts and 
that the estimates were now in grave jeopardy. 
Whereas in the White Paper the original estimated 
expenditure was {135 million for 1958 and {140 
million for 1959, under the planned acceleration 
the Commission was able to enter into engagements 
for increasing those figures to {151 million and 
£148 million for the two years. When the Govern- 
ment decided to put a ceiling on expenditure, they 
cut the figures down to {145 million for each of 
the two years. 

rhat was not the whole story. Figures had been 
given showing that the total cost of the {1,200 
million capital investment programme had risen 
through rising costs and revision of the plans to 
£1,500 million, If the White Paper estimates were 
increased by 25 per cent—as it was right to de— 
the cut was not on £135 million but on {170 million, 
There was to be a cut of {25 million and in the 
following year {£30 million, totalling some {55 
million, There had, in effect, been a cutback in 
the capital modernisation programme of one-sixth. 
There might be an extension of the period in which 
the plan came into effect. The phasing of the 
schemes had been severely upset. 


Haulage Competition 

Freight traffic had been falling to an alarming 
extent. One of the main reasons for the decline 
was the road haulage denationalisation for which 
the Government was responsible. The effect of 
that had been greater than the sale of 16,000 
vehicles. The atomisation of the industry which 
followed denationalisation had brought chaotic 
conditions to the roads.- Government supporters 
should visit the cafes on the Great North Road and 
talk to the drivers about conditions. 

In case the hauliers should get any false ideas 
from ill-informed Press statements that the Labour 
Party had had any change of heart over renational- 
isation of road haulage, he would remind them that 
from the introduction of the Government’s policy 
the Labour Party had made clear that it was their 
intention to renationalise road haulage, and they 
stood by the policy statement in Industry and 
Society, adopted by the 1957 annual conference. 
A review of the C-licence holders’ activities was 
certainly required to see whether the great increase 
in the volume of traffic on the roads could go on, 
when so much of it could go by public transport 
and not clutter up the roads. The difficulties that 
confronted the transport industry could not be 
surmounted without a change of policy. The 
Government's policy had failed and would con- 
tinue to fail, because it had been based on a com- 
plete fallacy: that a modern and effective transport 
system could develop and thrive in competitive 
conditions. The transport industry could not do so 
because various means of transport operated under 
many different conditions, meeting different re- 
quirements. Competition between them could be 
neither free nor equal. The only possible alternative 
was co-operation between them as a public service, 
on the basis of a planned and balanced system. 


Government Support of B.T.C. 

Mr. R. NuGent, Parliamentary Secretary, Minis- 
try of Transport and Civil Aviation, said that apart 
from the Government’s general policy of standing 
by awards of a national tribunal, they saw the 
prospect of better wages for those who worked on 
the railways as inevitably and entirely bound u 
with the fortunes of the railways themselves. Wi 
them the Government was closely concerned, and 
he and the Minister were making every effort to 
help them with their problems. The Government 
had taken the view that however much concerned 
it was with the Commission’s future, its first con- 
cern must be with the stability of the und 
sterling. In the event, they had succeeded, and 
there were no grounds for saying that it was 
entirely the Government's fault that the B.T.C.'s 
accelerated programme did not get all the con- 
sideration it merited. Credit for financing the vast 
modernisation programme was almost entirely due 
to the Government. The Opposition liked to show 
themselves as friends and supporters of the Com- 
mission, but the Government had supported the 
Commission with money, not words, and brought 
about a programme which was going to bring about 
the salvation of the railways. 

The rail passenger trend showed a somewhat 
small improvement—3 per cent up on the previous 
year, and receipts in 1957 were some £138 million 
compared with {107 million in 1951. The diesel 
multiple-unit stock had attracted new traffic and 
there would be no reduction on the future pro- 
gramme—they were evidently a valuable boost to 
passenger traffic. There would be 155 main-line 
diesel vehicles this year and 200 next year—a 
valuable benefit in lowering running costs, better 
timing and the general advantage all round. There 
was some slowing down in station building but 
electrification—which was a very important part of 
the programme—had gone on without check. 


Economies by Commission 

It was on the freight side that there was some 
cause for anxiety because of the downward trend. 
At the beginning of this year the Ministry ex- 
pressed anxiety to the Commission and asked it to 
make a fresh appreciation of the freight picture. 
The Commission had now responded and had given 
the Ministry a complete review; as a result it had 
initiated a programme of economies which would 
amount to approximately {15 million this year— 
a big saving. The result of these economies would 
do no more than keep the deficit within manage- 
able limits. 

(Continued on page 9) 











Example of the diesel-engined ‘Bantam’ 
2-3 tonner with special van bodywork. 


ASY to handle, extremely 

economical, and with a high 
degree of driver comfort, this 
quality-built truck, available with 
alternative wheelbases, will give 
thousands of miles of trouble-free 
service. Ask your Dealer for illus- 
trated brochure. 





KARRIER MOTORS LTD. LUTON 


SALIENT FEATURES 
Light diesel engine developing 54 b.b.p; or 
4 cyl. o.h.v. petrol engine developing 53.5 
b.h.p., with long life chrome bores. 
Full forward contro! with over I!’ bod 
space on 8’ 2” w.b. chassis; over 14’ on 10’ 
w.b. chassis. 
Gross vehicle weight 99 cwts. 


Exceptional manoeuvrability. 


Low platform easier and quicker to load. 
Powerful hydraulic brakes. 
Comfortable all-steel cab of imposing 





EXPORT DIVISION: ROOTES LTD. DEVONSHIRE HOUSE PICCADILLY LONDON W./! 
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BRITISH COACH RALLY 





List of Awards 





J ha fourth British coach rally, held at Brighton 
last weekend and joined by 60 entrants, in- 
cluding one from the Netherlands, must be 
judged a great success. The cavalcade left Croydon 
Airport on an 84-mile route via ig 
Tunbridge Wells, Haywards Heath and il’s 
Dyke; this was timed and checked for a 24-m.p.h. 
average. The driving tests were carried out on 
Madeira Drive and included parking, manoeuvr- 
ability, and restarting on a gradient. 

Marks in the concours d’elegance, held on the 
Sunday, were awarded for appearance, comfort, 
safety features and originality of design. The 
overall winner of concours, road section and driving 
test, gaining the Brighton Trophy, was the Sheffield 
United Tours A.E.C. Reliance with Plaxton 36-seat 
panoramic bodywork, driven by Mr. A. Wilson. 
The winner of the Clacton Trophy for the highest 
marks in the concours irrespective of class was the 
South Midland Gardner-engined Bristol-E.C.W. 
with 32-seat body. The Lister Trophy for second 
place in the concours was won by Creamline Motor 
Services (Bordon), Limited, with a 1958 Harrington 
bodied A.E.C. Reliance with a 32-seat body. This 
was driven by Mrs. Margaret Wilkins. 


Other awards included: 

National Steel Foundry Trophy in Class A of concours was 
won by Mini Coach Tours, Limited, for a 14-seat Karrier with 
Reading body; the cup for the runner-up went to Comfy Coaches 
of Farnham for a 29-seat Plaxton-bodied Bedford 

The Trico-Folberth Trophy in Class B of concours went to 
Glenton Tours, Limited, for a 32-seat Plaxton body on a Dennis 
Lancet chassis, which also gained the ABC Coach Guide 
Trophy and Kirkby Trophy for highest placed vehicle in a 
fleet of 10 to 25; the runner-up was R. Dickson (Jnr.), Limited, 
with a Bedford SB3 carrying a Duple Alpine 35-seat body, which 
was also the highest placed Dupile-bodied vehicle. 

The E. J. Baker T y in ss C went to A. J. Cater of 
Wisbech, with a Burlingham-bodied Bedford (Fenlan Queen II) 
seating 41, and a cup for the runner-up to York Bros (Northamp- 
ton), Limited, for a 37-seat Duple-Bedford. 

The C.A.V. Trophy in Class D was awarded to South Wales 
Transport Co., Limited, for a 37-seat A.E.C. Reliance with 
M.C.W. Fanfare bodywork; the et was Western 
Welsh Omnibus Co., Limited, with a 36-seat rrington-bodied 
A.E.C. Reliance. 

The Widney Trophy in Class E was awarded to J. Lloyd and 
Son, Limited of Nuneaton for a 43-seat Duple-bodied A.E.C. 
Reliance; the runner-up was Creamline Motor ices (Bordon), 
Limited, gaining a cup for a similar vehicle. 

The A. W. Chapman Tro in Class F was awarded to 
Southdown Motor Services, Limited, in respect of a 26-seat 
Duple-bodied luxury Leyland Royal Tiger; the runner-up’s cup 
was gained by Tillings Transport (B.T.C.), Limited, for a 24-seat 
gt A Gye 

i Harrington Trophy for the highest-plac on 
coach was won by Conmilee Motor Services (Bordon), Limited, 
for the same vehicle which gained the Lister Trophy. 

The Plaxton Trophy for the highest-placed Plaxton coach was 
won by Sheffield United Tours, Limited, with the overall winner. 

The Arlington Trophy for the highest-placed vehicle in a 
fleet of 26-50 vehicles was granted to J. Smith and Sons (Wigan), 
Ldeniios. for a 36-seat Plaxton body on a Leyland Tiger Cub 
chassis. 

The P.S.V. Circle Trophy for the highest placed vehicle in a 
fleet of under to vehicles went to A. J. Cater of Wisbech for 
his Fenland Queen. 

The Sasserath Alfred Trophy for the best safety features was 
won by Valliant Direct Coaches, Limited, with a 41-seat 
Burlingham-bodied A.E.C. Reliance. 

The Autobrite Teomy for the highest placed coach polished with 
Autobrite went to Sheffield United Tours for the overall winner, 
and the Continental Cup provided by E. ‘R. Howard, Limited, 
for the highest placed Continental entry went to Nederlandse 
Buurt Vervoer Maatschappij for a Leyland Worldmaster with 
Verheul body 


The coach driver of the year, who gained the 
Passenger Transport trophy, presented by the 


organisers of the rally, and £25, for achieving the 
highest total marks in the road section and driving 
tests, was Mr. G. Taylor of W. Davis and Sons 
(Sevenoaks), Limited, who drove a 36-seat Duple 
Bedford. The smartest pair, driver and courier, 
were the crew of a Glenton Tours Plaxton-bodied 
Dennis Lancet—Mr. F. Conland and Miss Erna 
Parren. The smartest uniformed driver was the 
South Wales Transport man, Mr. T. R. Webber, 
The runner-up was Mr. R. Yates of Campings 
Luxury Coaches, Limited, with a Duple-bodied 
Bedford. The smartest driver not in uniform was 
Mr. H. Halkyard, of Birch Bros., Limited, for 
whom he drove a 45-seat A.E.C. Reliance with 
Park Royal Bodywork. The courier from the 
Netherlands, Miss D. Vink, of N.B.V.M.; won the 
gifts allocated to the smartest lady courier. 

Other drivers who won awards for driving were 
Messrs. G. R. Bell of Comfy Coaches, W. Resoun 
of H. R. Richmond, Limited, H. Rowland of Mini 
Coach Tours, Limited, C. B. Kenzie, of Kenzie’s 
Luxury Coaches, J. A. Feast of Hampshire 
Motorways, R. G. York of York Bros. (Northamp- 
ton), Limited, W. Johnson of Fallowfield and 
Britten, Limited, A. Tomkin of Parlane’s (Alder- 
shot), Limited, W. Allport of George Ewer and 
Co., Limited, W. Robinson of Valliant Direct 
Coaches, Limited, H. C. Wilkins of Liss and 
District Transport Co., Limited, R. G. Hookey 
of Shotters, Limited (an Isle of Wight entry), and 
J. Payne of Acorn Motors of Hanworth, who 

raded a rear-engined Rutland vehicle with 
leadows engine and B.S.A. blower, on which a 
41-seat Whitson body was mounted. 


* 
MODERNISATION AT WORK 


(Continued from page 5) 


which could have been used to advantage had the 
necessity arisen. 

The return journey allowed 129 minutes for the 
115 miles inclusive of stops at Ipswich, Colchester 
and Chelmsford amounting to nine minutes stand- 
ing time. If anything it was a more exacting test 
of the locomotive’s capabilities than the down 
run, but here again the engine showed its complete 
mastery of the work. Its acceleration was markedly 
superior to that of a steam locomotive of equivalent 
power—a fact which is not altogether surprising 
when one considers that it has almost 50 tons more 
adhesion than a Class 7 Pacific type of the 
Britannia class. Moreover, with a maximum rated 
tractive effort of 52,000 lb., it has much greater 
power in the lower speed ranges, and a corres- 
pondingly better performance. 

Although this Type 4 locomotive is intended 
primarily as a passenger unit, it is perfectly suit- 
able for freight duties when required, and is 
adapted for multiple-unit operation, not only with 
engines of the same type, but also with various 
other types now under construction. The 
remainder of the class will be eagerly awaited as 
they emerge from the works of the English Electric 
associate, Vulcan Foundry, Limited, to take up 
Eastern Region service. 
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Experience Counts- 


44 Factories throughout the world. 








Firestone total sales exceed £1,000,000 per day. 
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MODERN TRANSPORT 
APRIL 26, 1958 


BUS OPERATORS CONFER IN 
SCOTLAND 





Discussion on S.R.P.T.A. Paper 





A LIVELY ANNUAL DINNER 


SEFUL discussion over a wide range of sub- 
jects was as usual a distinguishing feature of 
the annual conference of the Scottish Road 

Passenger Transport Association held at Turnberry 
last week and presided over by Mr. James Amos, 
O.B.E., chairman of Scottish Omnibuses, Limited. 
In his introductory remarks he outlined the year’s 
events and drew the conclusion from those con- 
nected with Suez that the degree of competition 
by private cars was thereby illustrated and that 
it had also been proved that new roads were 
greatly needed. The time had come when we 
ought to expect and to obtain a higher speed 
for public service vehicles throughout the 
country. It would be anomalous in the extreme if 
in roads subject to the 40-m.p.h. limit, a public 
service vehicle was compelled to travel at only 
30 m.p.h. and thereby cause obstruction. 

He did not see in the Budget any reflection of 
the anxiety on the part of Her Majesty’s ministers 
which they were led to believe from time to time 
was felt by them towards the very important 
subject of rural bus operation. He was impressed 
when reading a debate upon transport in Hansard 
that it was conducted on a high level—probably 
because of the work put in by the various asso- 
ciations in keeping politicians informed of the 
difficulties with which the operators were con- 
fronted. 

Discussion on the Paper 

The discussion upon Mr. R. MacKenzie’s paper 
(summarised in our issue of April 19) was opened 
by Mr. W. M. Little, transport manager, Edin- 
burgh Corporation Transport, who emphasised 
the damaging effect of traffic congestion on short- 
distance bus traffic. Changes made in stopping 
places were met by public resistance; bus services 
ran on particular routes because that was where 
the public were to be picked up and it was no 
use at all making traffic schemes which sent the 
buses another way. The public would certainly 
not walk to the bus. On bus design, Mr. Little 
suggested that a light bus was not necessarily 
an unattractive bus. Not enough had been done 
to produce high standards of comfort and at the 
same time to reduce the weight that was carried 
about the whole time. As to frequency of service, 
it was more attractive to the public to get a bus 
of any kind in five minutes, than to have to 
wait half an hour for the most luxurious vehicle 
that could be built. 

Dr. E. M. Dodds (Esso) suggested that for real 
fuel economy, apart from the use of thin lubri- 
cants, compression ratio could be decreased; the 
intake and exhaust plumbing could be doubled 
up; the engine could be kept on the boil or as 
near that as possible; and the exhaust valve 
could be opened later on the power stroke. He was 
anxious to avoid the parasitic losses in transmission 
and would like to see the use of a torque con- 
verter which was taking only part of the total 
torque transmitted. Mr. MacKenzie assured him 
that the day Mr. Dodds designed an engine he 
would be very happy to have it on one of his buses. 


Convenient Services 

Alderman J. H. Whitaker, president, Municipal 
Passenger Transport Association, said that if they 
were going to attract the public they had to make 
services so convenient that it would be jolly 
inconvenient not to use them. He made a spirited 
case on behalf of the laymen (who were not 
devoid of brains and ability and understanding) 
who take part in the management of municipal 
undertakings. On work study and efficiency he 
felt that an efficiency expert was a man who was 
clever enough to tell you how to run your busi- 
ness and too clever to start his own. The great 
difficulty was to solve the human problem and 
what was a fair day’s work. ‘Mr. MacKenzie had 
pointed out that everything they bought cost 
200 per cent more than it did in 1939, but they 
were selling their finished product at roo per cent 
or less over the 1939 price. They were not 
magicians, and so obviously they were selling too 
cheaply—but could you compel the public to 
pay more? 

A suggestion that suburban parking places 
might enable commuter motorists to use bus 
services into the city was made by Mr. W. Fleming 
(Dunlop). Bus companies could make some use- 
ful publicity in showing such motorists that they 
were spending a lot of money on their personal 
transport. 

Railway Competition 

We all know, said Mr. Raymond Birch 
(B.E.T.), that if only the railways had put a 
busman in charge of their operations a quarter 
of a century ago they could have saved the 
British Transport Commission a mint of money. 
There was no doubt that the total potential of 
traffic available under public transport was de- 
creasing and if the railways were to get any 
greatly increased traffic on short distance diesel- 
operated services, they were bound to take it 
from the buses. That reinforced the argument, 
as old as the Road Traffic Act itself, that the 
road operator ought to have a right of objection 
to rail services in the same way that the rail 
operator had to the road services. He was sure 
that the buses would be able to meet such com- 
petition because they were providing door-to-door 
transport which the railway never could provide, 
but if a great deal of the traffic on remunerative 
bus routes was taken by the railways, they must 
not forget the effect upon the unremunerative bus 
services provided by bus operators. The Govern- 
ment and the public could not have it both ways. 

Councillor Mrs. Filsell (convenor, General Pur- 
poses Committee, Edinburgh Corporation) _re- 
ferred to the obvious need to make bus fares not 
only what the public were willing to pay, but 
what they could afford to pay. As to parking, 
they were in great difficulty in Edinburgh in 
finding any suitable ground which could be set 
aside and the proper answer might well be park- 
ing meters in the streets. If an undertaking felt 
that it was not getting a fair day’s work, it did 
not seem a bad idea to try to improve it by 
means of an incentive bonus scheme. : 


Vehicle Heating 
In reply to a question, Mr. MacKenzie described 
the operation of the new S.M.T. heating system 
for buses and coaches as experienced in action 
on the London to Edinburgh night coach journey, 


on which he had recently travelled. He had also 
used an ordinary coach as a check, A further 
vehicle was being fitted up with an additional 
air intake which could be brought into use in 
summer weather to assist in cooling. They were 
also proposing to develop the idea for incorpora- 
tion in double-deck vehicles. 

Work study had been used in the transport 
industry under the more modest title of common 
sense for many years, said Mr. A. A. M. Durrant 
(chief mechanical engineer, Road Services, Lon- 
don Transport Executive). Incentive bonus 
schemes undoubtedly had their place, but they 
were not a panacea for all ills and phoney bonus 
schemes should be avoided at all costs. Definite 
measurement of the basis on which any scheme 
was founded should be recorded so that it could 
not be lost in the mists of the past. He thought 
that a well-designed vehicle combining good pas- 
senger appeal might well improve revenue and 
more than cover additional capital and revenue 
costs. Heating for buses was now a “ must.’’ 
Air suspension had very considerable promise; it 
should not simply replace leaf springs but should 
be used on a broader suspension seat of improved 
stability. 

Mr. R. Crouch (Daimler) said that it was 
disappointing in recent years that cheaper vehicles 
had been purchased when a little more expendi- 
ture would have provided remunerative improve- 
ments and justified the investment. Fully auto- 
matic transmission had advantages and could now, 
through fluid flywheel improvements, show good 
fuel consumption results. A vote of thanks to 
Mr. MacKenzie was proposed by Councillor R. A. 
Raffan (convenor, Aberdeen Corporation Trans- 
port Committee), who at the subsequent annual 
general meeting was elected president for 1958-59, 
as already recorded in our columns. 


Annual Dinner 

A particularly high standard of wit and felicity 
was attained in the speeches at the annual dinner. 
A toast to “the Scottish Road Passenger Trans- 
port Association” was proposed by Mr, Leonard 
C. Hawkins, member, London Transport Execu- 
tive, who mentioned the thrill given him by 
seeing Scottish buses housed overnight in London 
Transport garages. He thought that if the 
S.R.P.T.A,. conference became one for Scotsmen 
all over the world who were working in transport, 
the transport industry would come to a stop. He 
was much impressed that in Singapore the chief 
engineer of the bus company was taking the chair 
on St. Andrew’s night, and, furthermore, his 
general manager was a Scotsman and his traffic 
manager was a Scotsman. 

In the course of his reply, Mr. Amos suggested 
that the great thing was not what the Association 
did in itself, but what it prevented other people 
from doing. -He had enjoyed his term of office 
very much, and his colleagues had asked him to 
say how much they were indebted to the help 
and co-operation received from other associations. 
He congratulated Alderman Whitaker on having 
received the Freedom of Todmorden. He also 
suggested that his memorable visit to Ireland and 
the hospitality enjoyed there showed that when 
his friend Joe Mackle took over the presidency 
they would be in for something. He paid a warm 
tribute to Mr. Tom Gray, depute manager, Edin- 
burgh Corporation Transport, for his work as 
secretary of the Association. 

Councillor R. A. Raffan with great good 
humour proposed “The Guests” and the reply 
was made by Mr. H. J. Ferguson, editor, Passen- 
ger Transport, who attended his first conference 
of the S.R.P.T.A. in 1925. He thought he had 
listened to something like half a million words at 
Scottish conferences. Rather more than in Gone 
With The Wind—which was precisely where they 
had gone. He was going to retire at the end of 
June and the council had very kindly given him 
that opportunity of saying au revoir to them all. 
He knew what he was going to do when he re- 
tired—he was going. to write his memoirs. He 
did not suppose that they would sell many copies, 
but quite a number of people would pay handsome 
sums to be kept out of them. 

Prizewinners 

In the competitions which are always a feature 
of the Turnberry conference, Messrs. R. Forrester 
and G. Caithness won the silver quaich, presented 
by H. J. Ferguson and the late S. A. Carty, for 
the golf competition. Messrs. I. Menzies and 
G. B. Carey were runners up. Mrs. B. Reed won 
the pitch and putt, and Mrs. H. Joy and Mrs. 
C. H. Roe tied for second place. hi putting, 
Mr. W. C, Reid came first, and Messrs. Dun- 
woodie and W. H. Smith tied for second place. 
Mrs. W. H. Smith and Mrs. A. B. Evans tied 
in the ladies’ putting competition. Mr. R. Guy 
made the highest score in the clay pigeon shoot- 
ing competition, and Mr. R. Forrester came 
second. The. winning rink in bowling comprised 
Mrs. W. Johnstone, Mrs. A. B. Findlay, Mr. T. I. 
Kinley and Mr. Harold Akroyd. The awards were 
presented by Mrs. Amos, wife of the president. 
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TRANSPORT DEBATE 


(Continued from page 7) 


The Commission’s difficulties now stemmed 
primarily from the fact that there was an intensi- 
fication of competition in transport following the 
slowing up of the rate of expansion in the national 
economy. Indeed “pee rates today were some- 
times no more than what they were 10 years ago. 
These highly competitive freight rates gave manu- 
facturers great benefits. They were fighting for 
trade in world markets and unlike Mr. ievinn he 
welcomed the help were being given. They 
had a difficult enough time to hold their own and 
anything that could be done to reduce their costs 
was surely in the national interest. The Govern- 
ment wanted the romp to become highly com- 
petitive to be able to hold their share of transport 
against all comers. Mr. Davies's solution would 
raise costs and handicap the export trade and that 
was to do the exact opposite from what the 
Government wished. te all the anxieties, the 
chairman of the Com adhered today to his 
target of solvency by 1961-62, so Mr. vies’s 
gloomy forecast was hardly justified. 








Pe a _ 

Yes, it’s a different operator, but the 
story as before. In 1955, Stanley's Haul- 
age Ltd., of Hockliffe, Beds., bought a 
second-hand ‘Comet’. In addition to 
the tribute quoted above, they say the 
truck has so far done 110,000 miles with- 
out an involuntary stop. For a Leyland, 
the mileage is negligible, but we hope to 
hear from them when the half-million 
mark is reached. 


Stanley’s go on to say, “ We realise 
this performance is not exceptional for 
Leyland, but as the ‘Comet’ was our 
first A-licensed vehicle, the future of our 
small business depended upon it. We 
were not disappointed ”’. 


We like this trust mm our trucks ! 


and COMET 
saves you £8 from the word GO! 


LEYLAND MOTORS LTD. Home Sales Office : 3 LYGON PLACE, LONDON, S8.W.1. Tel: SLOane 6117 
Export Division: HANOVER HOUSE, HANOVER SQUARE, LONDON, W.1. Tel: MAY fair 8561 
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EPENDABILITY 
auxhall Victor 





forthe 


Absolutely modern—that's the 
Vauxhall Victor. You'll like its 
looks, and lively power... 
transmitted through a 
trouble-free propeller shaft! 
Everybody who knows cars— 
motorists, designers, and service 
station men, take Hardy Spicer 
dependability for granted: a 





compliment earned by 30 years of 
constant working towards 
perfection! 





H A R D Vv S P I Cc e Fe Member of the rd Birtield Group 





TRANSMISSION EQUIPMENT 


standard equipment on most British cars 
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and on many manufactured overseas 


HARDY SPICER LIMITED - Birch Road - Witton * Birmingham * Birchfields 4504/9 
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Now is 
the time to 


GET 
THINGS 
STRAIGH 


ALSO MANUFAC 


and the straight fact is that there’s a Bawn 
tanker tailor-made for every liquid moving 
job. Petrol, chemicals, oil, hot liquids, cold 
liquids—our tankers cope with them all, 
conveying at normal or maintained temperatures 
as required, For years we've taken the worry 
out of the tricky job of 
moving liquids. 

Why not give us a ring? 


& COMPANY LIMITED 


Byron Works, Blackhorse Lane, London, E.17 
Telephone: LARkswood 4411/4 
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SMAN’ STEEL EQUIPMENT AND STEEL PLATE FABRICATIONS 











PICKFORDS HEAVY HAULAGE SERVICE 


Abnormal Loads’ e 
MOBILE CRANES FOR HIRE e 


Lifting 


Branches in all large towns 
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EXPORTS 
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IMPORTS 


EXPORTS 


Serving coalfields 
and industrial centres of 


Northern England 





Iron and other Ores, Scrap Metal, Phosphates, 
Gunnies 

Iron and Steel, Fertilizers, Motor Cars and 
General Cargo 

Regular sailings to the Mediterranean, Africa, India, 
Far East, Australia, the Americas and West Indies 
Two new cargo berths with transit sheds, modern 


cranes and road/rail access are in use 
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Iron Ore, Pitwood and other Timber, 





Kulskarp, Scrap Metal, Wood Pulp 

Coal & Coke, Machinery, Magnesite, Basic Slag 
Mechanical handling of pitwood in modern storage 
timber yards on the Docks estate 


A new deep water berth accommodating vessels of 


10,000-12,000 tons 15 in use 


‘BRITISH 
TRANSPORT 


DOEKS 





Further information from 
Docks Manager 
Middlesbrough 

and Hartlepools Docks 

West Hartlepool 












Dock Superintendent 
Middlesbrough 








IMPORTANT CONTRACTS 
Decca Aids Netherlands 


REATER security than ever before will be 
afforded to the low-lying parts of the 
Netherlands, which contain about three- 

fifths of the population, by the Delta plan designed 
to prevent a recurrence of the disastrous floods of 
1953- The plan involves the provision of 20 miles 
of new dykes, which are built by laying mats on 
the sea bed and then dumping large quantities of 
boulders on the mats, so that a wall is gradually 
built up aided by normal] silting. To enable dumping 
of the boulders with great accuracy regardless of 
weather and visibility and to control the move- 
ments of the innumerable small craft employed, 
the Decca Navigator Co., Limited, is supplying a 
Decca survey chain; the company is also equipping 
a number of craft with Decca to enable progress 
to be checked regardless of visibility. 








Repeat Order for Marconi’s 


A further contract has been awarded to 
Marconi’'s Wireless Telegraph Co., Limited, by 
the Portuguese Postal and Telegraph Authorities 
for multichannel v.h.f. radiotelephone communi- 
cation equipment for use in the Azores. This is 
the third order to be placed with Marconi’s in 
this connection in the past few years. 


Camshaft Controllers for London Transport 


London Transport Executive has placed an order 
with the General Electric Co., Limited, for seven 
equipments incorporating camshaft controllers of 
the pneumatic pawl escapement type (designated 
P.P.E.) for installation in surface line rolling 
stock. A prototype has been in service on the 
Piccadilly Line for 12 months. 


Second Canadian Government Viscount 


A second Vickers Viscount turboprop air liner has 
been purchased by the Canadian Department of 
Transport for official use by the Canadian Govern- 
ment. Of the V700 series, it is similar to and will 
supplement the aircraft delivered to the Depart- 
ment of Transport in March, 1955, and which has 
been mueh used for Government visits abroad and 
for internal communications. 


Madras Port Orders Hunslet Locomotives 


Against strong competition, the Hunslet Engine 
Co., Limited, has secured an order for four 274-h.p. 
0-6-0 diesel-hydraulic locomotives for Madras Port 
Trust. These 5 ft. 6 in. gauge locomotives, for 
haulage of goods wagons inside the Madras Port 
area, will incorporate Paxman 6RPH diesel engines, 
weight in working order is 35 tons and maximum 
tractive effort with 3.3 to 1 adhesion is 23,800 lb. 


Western Region Contracts 
New contracts placed by the Western Region of 
British Railways include the following: 


Firth Blakeley, Sons and Co., Limited, Church Fenton, for 
fitting a new bell in existing gasholder in the oxygen plant, 
Swindon locomotive works. 

Nott, Brodie and Co., Limited, Bristol, 1, for a new signalbox 
at Bristol Marsh Junction 

Thomas Smith and Sons (Rodley), Limited, Rodley, for three 
5-ton diesel-electric travelling cranes for the chief civil engineering 
department. 

Reacaanes and Rapier, Limited, Ipswich, for three 13-ft. wagon 
turntables, two for Bromsgrove and one for Sharpness 


More Leyland Buses for Municipalities 


Within two months of booking orders for double- 
deck buses from various municipal operators worth 
over £350,000, Leyland Motors, Limited, has con- 
tracted to supply a further {180,000 worth of 
similar vehicles to other municipalities. Included 
in the latest series of orders are Bournemouth 
Corporation, 10 PD3/1 Titans; Portsmouth Cor- 
poration, 15 PD3/6 Titans; Wigan Corporation, 
10 PD3/3 Titans (to be fitted with front-entrance 
bodies); and Ulster Transport Authority, 19 PD3/4 
and five PD3/5 Titans. The five PD3/5 chassis for 
U.T.A. will have fully automatic Pneumo-cyclic 
transmission. 

Eastern Region Contracts 

The Eastern Region of British Railways has 
placed the following contracts 

Tubewrights, Limited, London, $.W.1, for 79 50-ft. and two 
25-ft. floodlighting towers at Ripple Lane new marshalling yard 

The Globe Boiler and Ship Repairing Co., Limited, Hull, for 
overhaul of mechanical! coaling plant at Doncaster motive power 
lepot 

Charles R. Price, Doncaster, for construction of new under 
line bridge over Great North Road between High Dyke Junction 
and Skillington Junction 

Aubrey Watson, Limited, Henley-on-Thames, for repairs to 
inderline bridge between Stroud Green and Crouch End. 

Blackstone and Co., Limited, Dursley, for one 425-kW diesel 
generating set at Ripple Lane new marshalling yard 

Sir William Arrol and Co., Limited, Glasgow, for reconstruc- 
tion of superstructure of underline bridges between Stamford 
Hill and Seven Sisters and between Seven Sisters and Bruce 


Grove. * 
TENDERS INVITED 


HE following items are extracted from the 
Board of Trade Special Register Service of 
Information. Inquiries should be addressed, 

quoting reference number where given, to the 
Export Services Branch, Board of Trade, Lacon 
House, Theobalds Road, London, W.C.1. 


May 2—Union of South Africa.—Cape Provincial Adminis 
tration for two 6-seat STATION WAGONS and two &seat (15-cwt.) 
STATION WAGONS with quickly removable seats. Tenders to 
the Provincial Administration for the Cape of Good Hope, Cape 
Town. (ESB/9451/ 58.) 

May 6—Pakistan.—Ministry of Communications for 25 broad- 
gauge DIESEL-ELECTRIC LocoMOTIVES. Photocopies of tender 
documents from Export Services Branch, B.o.T., price 6s. 
ESB / 9998 / 58.) 

May 7—Pakistan.—Ministry of Communications for 1,764 
BROAD-GaUGE waGons CR and CMR types (dismantled). Tenders 
to the Director-General (Railways), Railway Division, Ministry of 
Communications, Government of Pakistan, Karachi. (ESB/ 
9997 / 58.) i é 

May 9—Union of South Africa.—South African Railways for a 
variety of VANS from }-ton to 1$-ton capacity. Photocopies of 
tender documents from Export Services Branch, 4 @ 
price 25s. (ESB/ 9038/58.) 

May 9—Union of South Africa.—South African Railways for 
quantities of ferrous OVERHEAD TRACK EQUIPMENT FITTINGS 
Photocopies of tender documents from Export Services Branch, 
B.o.T., price 13s. (ESB/9178/ 58.) 
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SHIPPING and SHIPBUILDING 
B.R. Irish Container Ship 








AKING her maiden voyage on Monday this 
week from Heysham to Belfast with railway 
containers of various types was the m.v, 

Container Enterprise, the first of two such vessels 
ordered by the London Midland Region for the 
Northern Ireland service. The new vessel, with a 
capacity for at least 65 large containers, will 
improve the service between Heysham and Belfast. 
During the last five years traffic has grown from 
a total of 17,243 containers in 1953 to 25,225 in 
1957. 

ith the aid of new cranes and appliances at 
Heysham and Belfast, now in course of installa- 
tion, it is considered that the loading and unloading 
of containers will be speedier than the drive-on 
drive-off method. McGregor sliding hatches are 
a feature, allowing the containers to be lifted and 
laid direct in place in the holds. A deadweight of 
about 600 tons on a loaded draft of ro ft. 9 in. will 
be carried. Princtpal dimensions are: length b.p. 
245 ft., beam 40 ft., depth to main deck 14 ft. 6 in., 
depth to shelter deck 22 ft., gross tonnage 982, 
service speed 124 knots. Derricks are not fitted as 
the cargo will be loaded and discharged by dock- 
side cranes at the ports. All the accommodation, 
together with wheelhouse and chartroom, is situ- 
ated aft. The vessel was built by the Ailsa Ship- 
building Co., Limited, at Troon. 


New Bulk Carrier Design 

A LTERNATE top and deep holds, with inclined 
: bulkheads, are a feature of the general pur- 
pose bulk carrier Noordwijk, built in the Blohm 
and Voss yards at Hamburg for a Dutch owner. 
This arrangement of holds, with access via 11 
hatches with McGregor covers, facilitates self- 
trimming of the cargo. The five top holds have 
together about 20 per cent of the capacity of the 
six deep holds, but in the case of heavy cargoes, 
such as iron ore, they will carry about half the 
total loading. On ballast voyages the top holds 
would be filled with water and the seaworthy 
characteristics of the ship would be retained, 


Owners Opposed to I.M.C.O. 


MEETING in London last week, the council of 
™ the International Chamber of Shipping re- 
corded its “serious concern” that the United 
Nations is now committed to setting up the Inter- 
national Maritime Consultative Organisation 
(MopERN TRANsPoRT, April 12) in the knowledge 
that in its present form it has not received the 
support of shipownérs in most of the main mari- 
time countries of the world. The Chamber is con- 
vinced tHat if this organisation is to work effectively 
there must be a realistic review of the situation 
and in particular, it urges that an understanding 
be reached to limit the work of the organisation to 
technical and safety matters, thus encouraging the 
full co-operation of shipowners both in the countries 
which have ratified the convention and in those 
which have not, 


U.K. Protest in Colombo 


THE United Kingdom Deputy High Commis- 

sioner in Ceylon, Mr. T. L. Crosthwait, has 
lodged an official protest to the Ceylon Government 
against the procedure to be adopted in the assess- 
ment of compensation for the property of British- 
owned transport interests to be requisitioned by the 
Colombo Port Cargo Handling Corporation under 
the port nationalisation scheme. He makes par- 
ticular reference to the Ceylon Wharfage Co., 
Limited, a British-owned concern, and says that 
the compensation proposed to be paid to this com- 
pany under the scheme is totally inadequate. Mr 
Crosthwait also expresses strong objection to the 
Ceylon Minister of Transport and Works being 
vested* with power to appoint members to the 
proposed valuation board which is to be entrusted 
with the task of assessing the compensation payable 
for property that will be taken over by the cor- 
poration. This objection is based on the ground 
that the Minister himself is an interested party in 
the matter. It is insisted that compensation be 
paid not merely for what is actually taken over 
but for other property of the dispossessed com- 
panies which wil! be perfectly useless to those 
companies after the nationalisation scheme takes 
effect on July 1 


——— 
FINANCIAL RESULTS 


OTES on the trading results, dividends and 
financial provisions of companies associated 
with the transport industry are contained 

in this feature, together with details of share 
issues, acquisitions and company formations or 
reorganisations. 





British Motor Corporation 


An interim dividend of 4 per cent is being paid by the British 
Motor Corporation, Limited, on the ordinary shares in respect 
of the financial year ending July 31, 1958, 


Seddon Diesel Vehicles 


An ordinary interim dividend will not be paid by Seddon 
Diesel Vehicles, Limited, for the vear ended June 30, 1958. The 
directors state that in view of difficult trading conditions they 
consider it prudent to await trading results for the current year 
In 1956-57 there was a dividend of 15 per cent 


Beyer Peacock 


Beyer Peacock and Co., Limited, announces a final dividend 
of 6 per cent and a bonus of 6 per cent on the ordinary for the 
year 1957 (same, but on smaller capital). Profit of company and 
subsidiaries was £579,940 (4512,308). United Kingdom taxation 
£314,482. Attributable to holding company {£263,210 


Chloride Electrical Storage 


The Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Limited, reports a 
surplus for 1957 of £756,231 (£1,032,406), arrived at after deduc- 
tion of U.K. taxation £1,005,474 (£1,161,064) and other taxation 
£236,582 (£154,334). Profits retained by subsidiaries £456,135 
(£395,335). In addition to interim of 5 per cent paid last October 
on A and B ordinary stock, a further interim and final dividend 
of 12} per cent is to be distributed on these stocks for the year. 












Peamore Garages, Aipington 
KENNFORD 485 
BIRMINCHAM 
323 High St., West Bromwich, 


Staffs. 
WEST BROMWICH 2801 


LLANELLY 
Morfa Works, Lianelly 
LLANELLY 4076 





SILVER ROADWAYS LTD. 


== Reliable Trunk Services to all Parts 
CARDIFF 


10 Dumfries Piace 
CARDIFF 21631 


SWANSEA 
Exchange Bulidings 
SWANSEA 54171/5 


BRISTOL 


70 Prince Street 
BRISTOL 22315 


LONDON 922-24 Bermondsey Wall West, S.E.16 BERmondsey 4533 





GLASGOW 


124 Clyde Street, C.1 
BELL 4881 


LIVERPOOL 


11 Old Hall Street, Liverpool, 3 
CENTRAL 6386 


NOTTINGHAM 
Pavilion Bullding, Pavilion Road 
West Bridgford 
NOTTINGHAM 83481 
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Chairman of LR.F. 
a“ a council meeting of the London office of the 
International Road Federation, held on 
April 16, Sir Reginald Biddle, C.B.E., J.P., 
a director of Taylor Woodrow (Overseas), Limited, 
was elected chairman of the council on the retire- 
ment of Mr, A. R. M. Geddes, O.B.E., a managing 
director of the Dunlop Rubber Co., Limited. It 
will be recalled that Sir Reginald Biddle (as Mr. 
R. P. Biddle) was docks and marine manager, 
Southampton, for the Southern Region of British 
Railways until his retirement in September, 1956. 
* * * 

Mr. J. H: Kershaw has been appointed Central 
area superintendent of Ribble Motor Services, 
Limited, with headquarters at Preston and he is 
succeeded as Eastern area superintendent at 
Burnley by Mr. E. W. A. Butcher. 

* 7 . 

Mr. Airey Neave, Joint Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation, 
left London Airport on April 20 on a flight mark 
ing the inauguration of the British European 
Airways service to Warsaw 

* . * 

Mr. E. R. Arlow, who has been appointed 
British Railways shipping traffic superintendent at 
Belfast, has spent the whole of his career with the 
shipping services at 
Donegall Quay, start- 
ing in 1920 as personal 
clerk to the steamship 
superintendent. He 
became successively 
assistant passenger 
agent, chief parcels 
clerk, chief delivery 
clerk and chief accounts 
clerk before being 
appointed assistant 
shipping traffic super- 
intendent in 1955. He 
takes over his new job 
at a time of expansion 
of British Railways 
cross channel services, 
evidenced this week by 
the introduction into 
service of the first of two new container ships on 
the Heysham—Belfast route (see page 10). 

* * * 





Mr. E. R. Arlow 


Mr. Ralph T. Vaughan has been appointed 
assistant to president, Canadian National Railways. 
A former newspaperman at Halifax, N.S., and 
executive assistant to the premier of Nova Scotia, 
Mr. Vaughan joined the Canadian National Rail- 
ways in 1955 and since that time has been special 
assistant in the office of the president. 

* ¥* * 


The first club rally of the Historic Commercial 
Vehicle Club has been fixed for the weekend 
May 31-June rt at the Leyland Motor Works, 
Leyland, Lancs. A tentative programme envisages 
a parade of as many vehicles as have arrived on 
Saturday evening followed by a dance or other 
social function, vehicle tests and a concours 
d’elegance on Sunday morning and prize-giving in 
the afternoon. Overnight accommodation is being 
investigated and catering arrangements are in 
hand. Further details will be available later from 
the Rev. Martin Atkinson, Hon. Secretary, 
Historic Commercial Vehicle Club, 70 Queen 
Alexandra Mansions, London, W.C.1. 


Mr. A. J. Romer, M.I.Mech.E., M.Inst.T., has 
relinquished his seat on the board of Associated 
Commercial Vehicles, Limited. 

* * * 


We regret to record the death of Mr. J. H. 
Pawley, Snr., a director of George Cohen, Sons 
and Co., Limited. He was 78 years of age; he was 
in control of dismantling activities at home and 
overseas, 

7 * * 

Mr. T. W. Royle, hitherto assistant district 
operating superintendent, Leicester, London Mid- 
land Region, B.R., has been appointed district 
operating superintendent, Birmingham (W), Lon- 
don Midland Region. 

+ » + 

Mr. Frederick R. Parker, M.I.N.A., a naval 
architect, has been recently appointed managing 
director of Woodnutt and Co., Limited, boat 
builders and marine engineers, St, Helen’s, Isle of 
Wight, and members of the J. Stone Group. His 
own business will be unaffected by this appoint- 
ment and will carry on independently 

* * * 


Since the war Davey, Paxman and Co., Limited, 
has built up a considerable business in South 
America, particularly in the oil fields. The 
managing director of 
the company, Mr. 
G. W. Bone, is making 
a four-week tour—it 
commenced on April 20 
—including Venezuela, 
Colombia, Trinidad and 
Brazil. The tour will 
include a visit to the 
important spares and 
service depot brought 
into being by Davey 
Paxman in Venezuela 
some two years ago. 

* 7 


Education and _  re- 
search in the plastics 
field has been furthered 
by a donation of 
£1,000 made by Asso- 
ciated Iliffe Press, Limited, on behalf of British 
Plastics, which organises the International Plastics 
Exhibition. 





Mr. G. W. Bone 


* * * 

Mr. C. K. Turner-Hughes has relinquished the 
position of associate director of sales, Simms Motor 
Units, Limited. Mr. W. H. Binns and Mr. D. H. 
Henri continue in their present positions of sales 
manager, operators’ division, and sales manager, 
manufacturers’ division, respectively. 

¥ * * 

Mr. L. Bloomfield, O.B.E., managing director 
of the Barking Garage and Engineering Co., 
Limited, has been appointed president of the 
National Chamber of Trade and was installed at 
the sixtieth annual general meeting and conference 
at Bournemouth on April 19 to 24. 

* * * 


Mr. A. G. Grant has been appointed general 
commercial manager of the Cape Asbestos Co., 
Limited, with effect from April 1. This is a new 
appointment embracing all the sales activities of 
the company both home and overseas. Mr. 
M. A. F. Newton has been appointed sales manager 
(overseas). 





Coach rally prizewinning: Alderman Charles Tyson, Mayor of Brighton, presenting the Brighton 

trophy for highest marks in road section, driving test and concours d’elegance to Mr. Ben 

Goodfellow, general manager, Sheffield United Tours, Limited, for the S.U.T. entry, an 

A.E.C. Reliance with Plaxton Panorama body, driven by A. Wilson; right, Mr. Richard Hearne 

(Mr, Pastry ’’) giving Driver H. N. Filer of South Midland Motor Services, Limited, the 

Clacton Trophy for highest marks in the concours irrespective of class in respect of a 
Bristol-E.C.W. 32-seat luxury vehicle 


Following a recent meeting of the Permanent 
Committee of the International Congress on Com 
bustion Engines in Barcelona, it has been decided 
that the 1959 meeting will take place in Wiesbaden 
from June 15 to 20. As already announced, the 
subject of the congress will be ‘‘Diesel Engines and 
Gas Turbines up to 1,500 h.p.—Current Problems 
Concerning Design, Production, Development and 
Running at Site.’’ It is expected that some 40 
papers will be discussed as opposed to 30 at the 
Zurich Congress held in 1957. The U.K. has sub- 
mitted the largest number of synopses and also 
received the highest number of acceptances. 

* * * 


The Southern Railway Dramatic Society's latest 
production is Lace On Her Petticoat, by Aimée 
Stuart, and the usual spring tour of hospitals and 
institutions has been made, including the orphan- 
age at Woking. The tour culminated in a most 
enjoyable performance at the Scala Theatre in 
London on April 21 before a distinguished audience. 
Mr. Stanley Hawkins must be congratulated on his 
production, as must the cast upon their Scottish 
accents. The performance of Miss June Ernest as 
Elspeth McNairn was especially noteworthy as she 
is new to the amateur stage, while we were glad 
to see old favourites such as Rosemary Mason who 
took the role of the grandmother, Mrs. Oliphant. 

¥* * * 


Mr. F. H. Layton (W. H. Smith and Son, 
Limited) was unanimously elected chairman of the 
London and Home Counties division of the 
T.R.T.A. in succession to Mr. S. J. Lamborn 
(Spillers, Limited), who relinquished the office after 
three years, at the annual general meeting last 
week. The vice-chairmen are: Messrs. H. C. 
Chandler, S. Hattan and R. D. B. Robathan. At 
the annual luncheon which preceded the meeting 
the T.R.T.A. cups for the best-maintained C- 
licensed vehicles at the Slough and Oxford rallies 
of the Lorry Driver of the Year Competition for 
1957 were presented. The Slough cup was awarded 
for a 1931 A.E.C, six-wheeled tipper of the Limmer 
and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Limited, and the 
Oxford cup for a 1950 Foden eight-wheeled bulk 
sugar tanker operated by Pease Transport, Limited, 
for Tate and Lyle, Limited. 


Edgar Allen and Co., Limited, announces the 
retirement of Mr. J. Cowley, assistant sales 
manager, at the age of 70. Mr. L. Lamplugh has 
been made sales engineer to the engineering 
department. He joined the company in Novem- 
ber, 1957. 

* * * 

Mr. C. M. Vignoles, who is managing director of 
Shell-Mex and B.P., Limited, has been elected 
president of the Institute of Petroleum for the 
session 1958-59. He joined the Shell group in 
1924. Between 1946 and 1950 he was Eastern area 
manager and at the end of the latter year he was 
appointed to the board of Shell-Mex and B.P., 
Limited, becoming managing director the follow- 
ing year. 

* * * 

The chair at the dinner of the Railway Con- 
valescent Homes on May 2 will now be taken by 
Mr. H. C. Lang, chairman of the board of trustees. 
Among members of the British Transport Commis- 
sion who will be present are Lord Rusholme and 
Mr. James Watkins. Mr. S. F. Greene, secretary of 


N.U.R., and the president, Mr. C. W. Evans, will 
attend, as will Mr. A. Hallworth, secretary of 
A.S.L.E.F. 


* * * 


The London Midland Region of British Railways 
has announced the following appointments: 

Mr. S. A. Gilbert to be recruiting officer, London (London 
Midland, Wesiern, Eastern and Southern Regions) 

Mr. A. R. Smith to be assistant district operating superinten- 
dent, Nottingham 

Mr. C. G. Whittaker to be assistant (passenger rolling stock), 
operating officer's office, Euston. 

Mr. A. S. Turner to be assistant (modernisation) to operating 
officer, Euston (located Crewe). 

Mr. R. Cumming to be assistant electric traction engineer 
Stonebridge Park. e 
* 


Mr. J. H. Robbie, C.A., is appointed a director 
of Vickers-Armstrongs, Limited, and Mr. E. P. 
Tomlinson, A.C.A., commercial director of 
Vickers-Armstrongs (Engineers), Limited, in place 
of Mr. Robbie, .Mr. A. Lawrence Cooper is 
appointed secretary of Vickers, Limited, in suc- 
cession to Mr. Tomlinson. He is in turn succeeded 
as secretary of Vickers-Armstrongs by Mr. J. 
McLean, A.C.A, 
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Leyland “Octopus” chassis 
with Homalloy Heavy-duty 
Tipping Body, 
light 


tongued and 


A tip worth knowing! 








alloy 


grooved sides. 





carries 
more 
goods 


farther at 
less cost 















a A A.E.C, “Mercury” Chassis 


with Homalloy plastic cab 


and light alloy platform 





EXPORT 


CONSULT ... HOLMES (Preston) LTD. 
HOMALLOY WORKS - BLACKPOOL ROAD 
PRESTON - LANCASHIRE 
Phone: Preston 89233 (5 lines) 
Grams: Homalloy Preston 


SOUTH AFRICA 


BUS BODIES (S.A.) LIMITED 


P.O. BOX 4008, PORT ELIZABETH 
TELEPHONE 874603 


RHODESIA 


ZAMBESI COACHWORKS LTD. 


PRIVATE BAG 25, KOPJE, QUEENSLAND 
TELEPHONE 24353 
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Ja, 


for LOCOMOTIVES, SHUNTERS & RANCARS 





















TWO-CYCLE DIESEL ENGINES 
AND 


FOUR-CYCLE SUPERCHARGED DIESEL ENGINES 
FOR 


RAIL TRACTION ~ 
_. Supplied as straight in-line or ‘V’ type 
units in powers from 250 b.h.p. to 2,000 b.h.p. 
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HARLAND «& WOLFF 


BELFAST GLASGOW 





LIVERPOOL SOUTHAMPTON 


4. 266A 


. LONDON 





Cut your costs with 


EXTRA RUGGED FRAME 


High section modulus to withstand 
heavy impact loads. Cold squeeze A 
riveted for long life. 


BEDFORD’S OWN DIESEL 
6-cylinder direct injection Bedford 
diesel for maximum economy. 
Optional petrol power units of 


ee my 100 bhp. and 133 b.h.p. 


TOP VALUE IN TOUGH TIPPERS 


Best value-for-money tippers on the 
road today. Low first cost. Low 
running costs. 


AeA. eee : 


BIG HYDRAULIC BRAKES PLUS 
VACUUM-SERVO 


Lining area 373 sq. in. plus vacuum servo- 
assistance, plus the special Bedford tandem 
hydraulic master cylinder for extra safety. New 
moulded brake linings with remarkable anti- 
fade characteristics. 


LONG FRONT SPRINGS 


45 in. long for good riding and 
handling qualities on rough sites. Main 
leaves shot peened for extra Kkfe. 
Angle-set telescopic shock absorbers. 


HEAVY DUTY AXLE 
Entirely new axle. Rating 17,000 Ib. 
Shafts of larger diameter for longer 
life. Four pinion differential. 


There’s nothing to beat Bedford big-performance engines 
for cutting your costs. Whether you choose the Bedford 
6-cylinder diesel or the improved 100 b.h.p. petrol engine 
you get a power unit of rugged long-life design and outstanding 
fuel economy. Look at these other important advantages of 
Bedford tippers : 

Bigger Capacity. Full 5 cu. yd. capacity with sides 2 ft. 5 in. 
high. 

Better Servicing. Bedford Square Deal Service—best and 
cheapest in the country—with low-cost Bedford spares every- 
where you go. 





Heavy Duty Extras. New five-speed heavy-duty gearbox for 
both 5 and 6-tonners, £87 10s. extra, including P.T. 


Bedford’s own two-speed rear axle, 17,000 Ib. rating, £131 5s. 
extra, including P.T. 

Flitch plates optional on 5-tonner (standard on 6-tonner). 
Telescopic rear shock absorbers. 

See your local Bedford dealer for full details. He’ll also tell 
you about the Big Bedford forward control 7-ton tipper, which 
is available with 133 b.h.p. petrol engine or the Bedford 
diesel engine. 


Better buy Bedford —you see them everywhere! 


5 TON PETROL TIPPER £984 (+ £171 8 10d. P.T.) DIESEL £1,164 (+ £216 8 10d. P.T.) 
6 TON PETROL TIPPER £1,023 (+ £179 2 3d. P.T.) DIESEL £1,203 (+ £224 2 3d. P.T.) 
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